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Ameliorative effects and mechanisms of Miao medicine Euphorbia humifusa on hepatic fibrosis model rats
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ABSTRACT OBJECTIVE To investigate the ameliorative effects and mechanisms of Miao medicine Euphorbia humifusa on
hepatic fibrosis (HF) model rats. METHODS Thirty-eight rats were randomly assigned according to a random number table into
control group (normal saline, n=7) , model group (normal saline, n=7), E. humifusa low-, medium- and high-dose groups
(0.675, 1.35, 2.70 g/kg, n=6), and silybin group (positive control, 18.9 mg/kg, n=6). All groups except the control group were
subjected to HF induction via intraperitoneal injection of carbon tetrachloride. After modeling, rats were administered their
respective drugs/normal saline by gavage, once a day, for 30 days. At the last medication, the liver index was calculated, and

serum levels of tumor necrosis factor-a (TNF-a), interleukin-17 (IL-17), IL-18, IL-6, alanine transaminase (ALT), aspartate

transaminase (AST) , and hydroxyproline (HYP) were
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measured. Liver morphology and HF changes were observed.

liver tissue were determined. RESULTS Compared with model
group, liver index, serum levels of TNF-a, IL-17, IL-13, IL-
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phosphorylated NF-kB p65 in liver tissues of rats from administration groups, the expressions of a-SMA and TGF-f. in liver tissue

of rats from E. humifusa medium-dose and high-dose groups, as well as positive staining percentage and mRNA expression of TNF-

a in liver tissue of rats from E. humifusa high-dose group were all decreased significantly (P<<0.05 or P<<0.01); IkBa protein

expression from administration groups was significantly increased (P<<0.05 or P<<0.01). Pathological changes and the degree of HF

in the liver tissues of rats from administration groups were ameliorated to various extents. CONCLUSIONS E. humifiisa may

alleviate HF in rats by inhibiting the activation of the TNF-o/NF-kB signaling pathway.
KEYWORDS Euphorbia humifiisa; hepatic fibrosis; TNF-o/NF-«kB signaling pathway; Miao medicine
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B R Kk B A W M B Euphorbia humifusa
Willd. 2% B L 55 Euphorbia maculata L. 0 T 145, T
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FRZS 7)) Chemray240 #94> FI 8l A AL 3BT A GRIIN R FEA:
fir Bl2F A7 BR A 7)) . QuantStudio 6 75 52 B 3¢ ' 5 1 -
A migsE s 0 (PCRY (3L B ABIA A ) (Fi3 B4 Y)
R e B 2541 -
1.2 EFEHmEIRF

AHIESE T FH 25 2 24 5 R0 A 4 b B O (AR ) i
T3 GO (Rl 24 M 4 A BR A W) ik 230325Q, B by
1 g B J7 UK AR S T 259K 3.5 g) , 7K T i) B2 i 4
(RHER A1 2Rl 25 A BR 2\l it 5 35070805, HiLAk 35
mg) , /] BRI H I -3- W2 I S (GAPDH) Bt L A Uit
NF-kB p65 Z 4t . 5 A% K+ «B #11il # 1 o (inhibitor-k
binding protein «, IkBa) £ $T . Ht I8 4% 1k 4 K H 1 B
(transforming growth factor-B,, TGF-B,) £ #t (#I = /&
AR BRA E] L 5 43 51 10028230, 00162675
10268-1-AP, 21898-1-AP) , - 2 Y % ¥ WL L 3 5 F
(a-smooth muscle actin, a-SMA ) B3 (% [ Abcam 2
A, 5 1000229-37) , He I TNF-o 2471 ( FiRF3E KA
W A By A BR S 7 L 45 AF8208) , #ie 5 i iR 1k NE-
kB p65 (p-NF-«B p65) Z 4t (LLI B RHE DB oA
MR W] 5 4¢61978) , S % 5170 & L B RNA $i Bt
FI v R YRk B PCR A IR ) 6 (R 503 e e
AR A BR A A S 4 B TET3153,
TE1141H4 .7E0962H4 ) , TN & % 7% Z [ (alanine transami-
nase, ALT) | K & % 12 % % I} (aspartate transaminase,
AST) 355 & QRN A B2 B A BR S 7L it
535k 20221130,20221103) , ¥ /il & 1% (hydroxypro-
line, HYP) Il 7 12050 & (R o 2B ) T AR 90 BT A PR
)L A5 20230218) , TNF-a, F 2104 2 17 (interleu-
kin-17,IL-17) IL-1 . IL-6 il E £ 9% W Bl 5 (ELISA)
7 (VLR e S0 AT BR A 7L #1534 202407) ,
I8 a-SMA Z 90 (I ZE g R AE YR AR AR it
AC240103198) , Poly-HRP Frict i FHt B/ A —Ht (1]
i R AR R 2R B A BR A\ L 45 20709024D) .
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YW 5E B B8t | s A 7= 1F nTUE 5 SCXK (#4) 2021-
0003, JrA shiia 3% T 5 M vp B2 25 K 2F sh k5 e, 52
SR B H i S R0K . ARBIFGE A A 3R i
W), Sl A 38 i BB S 3 B ) A B SR A5 )it A T o
2 FHik
2.1 A EES%EH

KBS PR 35 1S R REALE 2600 38 R
SO RXTRA (n=T) , B4 (n=T7) , HAR EAK . 7P 5
F A (n=06) FI7K K =2l (FHPEXT IR, n=6) . BEX g
AN, H A 25 24 K BRUS8  s E 2F 3 mL/kg 11 DY S Ak i
(CCL) FHIRE I (21 3, V/V) B LA £ HF #5843 J8]
S 2 (REJR— U272 i 5 1K), 3% 8 JRM s Xif iR
21 K UM s v S A R R A R K RO i (23, v 1
W ERAEHUR , B U FRZE FIRE A K LA 1
38 5 I AKS -4 (HE ) 1 Masson 4 6,00 22 Kk FRUA T4,
AU AR AL . MR Metavir 0 TR R S5 HF 431
PEIIARAE, LLHF 7330 =2 313678 HE B8] 55 i h ™

HRAIE 2020 4F iR e 1 24 ) (— R ) v i B 5 4 4 711
et 5 [ = R i) e 2 AR R 7 HF B Ak i b i
A5 P 3510 4 o 1% 2 B I TR A 0.214 g/kg, 11308
o A 2 T R 1 A AR A5 3] K BRI I PR 45 805 4 1,35
g/kg, HUBAR AL E R LR R B T 0.5, 1.2 4%
e S 25 5505 i M A L B 0.675,1.35.,2.70 g/kg, 7K KA
TE R R 3 mg/kg, MR A2 T R B 55 A5 5
KL If R 452550 5 g 18.9 mg/kg, TEMLIN G | &% 2
244 K R T AR 240, Xof I 4RI TR 2 K R W A
FRUAE SRR K, 8 AR RS R 10 mL/kg, B K 1R, 2k
30 d.,
2.2 BHYEM 54

KRG, FARBEEEALK 12 W FRE, AR5
I S R R R b P R TR M7 VG P (50 mg/kg ) BRI
B, P E s kB, SR E 2 h S, B ORI, B
F—80 °CHE A7, WUMZS S5, FH e 2 FE KR,
BB AL , PR o5 BOR BRUBT 6 i A i 2L 8, — 43
FH 4% 22 5 WS W [ 22 , 73— 4 BT —80 °CukAf
TRAF, 25
2.3 KRAFEHITE

FR A A BREUR 7 A B2 AU Ji5 JF O 34 o 31330 A 4
B 5 (% ) = BOR I IR 2 (@) /R BRIBUR i 4%
(g) X 100%,
2.4 KER I H R AE B FHEIRK FiUE

2,27 T 45 4K BRI I A o R S, e TR
ELISA iz &t W 5824 , foft FH A A SRS 00 K B i 75 v
TNF-o IL-17 . JL-1B . IL-6 /K-,
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2.5 KR MERFFINEEREIR R HYP /K FiE

B2, 27 00N 45 4K BRUME A i, W R RS, e IR
IR S SR, T 4 1 Sl AR A 2 ASOR I R R i
& ALT \AST HYP 7K,
2.6 KRIFHALRENLE

HU“2.27 TR T 4% 22 5 W1 W v 181 7 24 h 1R
SUHALE, il 28 A1 ) R ()2 3 wm) , 17 HE Fll Masson
et )q, B, R PO T FE T WK BRI
HLVREAS AL . B Image Pro Plus 6.0 04 X Masson
Yoo B8R EA T PR e € (52 0 ) TR BRI 5, I 18 P
et B o U BHPE S 8 43 L (9% ) = BHPE G 66 A e 1
H X 100%], LA FEFR PN HE FREE .
2.7 KRIFALAH TGF-B:.a-SMA KixME

KRR AL IR A2 o BL“2.27 0 R R AF I K BRI
H (BRI 4 RR A IFLZY) , 2 LUK B 7
WL YRS R RS PURAE A BEWT N R AR
AW | O3 B P S5 R LEAE S DA TGF-B1.a-SMA
— B (RSB L4354 1: 100, 1:200) , T4 ClR &5 &
15 ho Wk AR — 470, T 37 °CiF & 30 min, FHK it
PEJG A DBA W (3, AT s K A B
Ja R AW WA EE A I8 . >R FH Image Pro Plus 6.0 #X {F
X G R LAV R P R T BH M6 %% B 4T (BH M e e 2 A
), ABHMEGS BE A R/ N A 1 kK
2.8 X RHIF4AZF TNF-a, NF-«kB p65 mRNA 3 i
i

K qQRT-PCRIEKGIN . BL“2.27 0N R AE (1 K BRI
U (B H K2 100 mg) , 2R FH Trizol B:$2 HUH-2H 20
SLRNA, 22 S5 RNA W B2 T o H o 5 5 i cDNA, I
L cDNA i #E47 PCR Y744 . PCR W F2 )7 4R -
95 °C i 7% M 10 min; 95 °C7AE 1 15 s, 60 °CiE k 60 s,
95 °CHEA 15 s, fEH 40 K o $"HIAR R WIH (20 pL) :
cDNA 4T 4 pL,SYBR Green Master Mix 10 wL, [- . F
Ui 51 %1 4% 0.4 pL, 50X ROX Reference Dye 2 0.4 pL,
H.0 4.8 pL. L GAPDH NS, R 2 ST B4l
#1rh TNF-a \NF-kB p65 mRNA (X ikt . 5149
AT SR E IR A A1 FRA R I 8L, 5 19751

Ky E R 1,
x1 SIMFIEFYKE
M SIHIRFI5'-3') K Eiop
GAPDH if: ACAGCAACAGGGTGGTGGAC 252
i TTTGAGGGTGCAGCGAACTT
TNFa |4if: CCGATTTGCCATTTCATACCAG 3
Tif: TCACAGAGCAATGACTCCAAAG
NF-kB p6s FHiE: ACCTGTTCCAAAGAGCACCC 113

T GGTCTGTGTTGTTGCCAAGC
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2.9 KRAIFHELAF o-SMA K TNF-o/NF-kB {5 51 2§
HBXEZEARENE

K Western blot 7315 o HU“2.27 700 UrA 1 KB
JFAHZ (2 3 LR R IFALZY)  $R i 4 B
K FH BCA W AR kB . e AR v e IR A
40 pg FREPEST LYK CIE K 180 'V, B 3K IS 6] 40 min) , 5%
513 min 2 R W LM (PVDF) i I . R, H
5% AR W5 ks 1Y TBST (2 1k 2 11 H 19%BSA ) i= il
PVDF i, % i £ K 3P4 2 h; LA a-SMA | TNF-a \NF-
kB p65 .p-NF-kB p65 . IkBa . GAPDH — 4t (Fi B LL 1] 43
S 1:30 000,1:1 000, 1: 5000, 1:1 000,1:10 000,
1:10 000) , T4 °CHF & 15 5 BERESS , I AR — 40 (i
BELLBISH 1:10 000) , ZIRFE 2 ho YRR S SE1 7RG
&, #| H Image Pro Plus 6.0 3 {450 5547 IKEE(E . LLH
5 NZSE I (GAPDH) 541 K (B9 LAl 2% H
FraE B2 kK F , LL p-NF-kB p65 5 NF-«kB p65 JK i
{8 LU 8 2275 NF-kB p65 & [ B R LK
2.10 SitFEFHE

fifi FH SPSS 29.0 A4 X 5l AT e it b . 456 1E
BRI E R RR Y + s TR, Z 411 LSRR &R
T3 25500, 7 25 SR T P L BCR FH LSD- K56,
FEANFEEISTH [B] A W L 58K FH Tamhane s T2 K56 5 ANAF
B IE A (0 E B ORNL M(Pas, Prs) 3675, 4HL1A] H A %
JH Kruskal-Wallis H K50, #i%07K #E =0.05,
3 #£R
3.1 Mi$REX} HF X RIS Ea9 8200

Xof IR AR | 7K ] 2 R B AR L 7
41K R B TR 0o B ok (3,18 £0.20)% | (4.07 +
0.17)%.(3.47 £0.14)%.(3.59 £ 0.21)% . (3.36 + 0.06)% .
(3.3040.14) %, 5%F BRAL Hh g, B0 40 K R %) JHF 48 4%
B ETHE (P<0.01) ; SHRIL] LA, 4% 45 20 4 R BRI

BA W AR (P<<0.01)

3.2 IHh$REXS HF KRR I A & E B FK ERI S m

50 HRAH P A, A5 AU 2H K BRU M ¥ H TNF-ou IL-17
IL-1B . IL-6 /K P34 i 2 i (P<<0.01) . SHAUA [HK,
4R 25 R BTG 3R 48 bR KT 3 B E REAR (<
0.01), Z5RIFE2,
3.3 MR E X HF X BR M5 AT Dh 6 H5 4R & HYP 7K
A

5 X B L, A AU ZH K BRI Y H ALT LAST \HYP
KOV B TR (P<0.01) . SEEAILLHLER, 45 2540
R BRLE bR 48 B 7K P 1 8 3 B A (P<<0.05 5 P<
0.01). #5HUWFEK3,
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®2 BEKXRIMEFRAERFIERAKFLER (xLs,

n=6,ng/L)
415 TNF-a 117 IL-1p L6
hipci 106.17£16.18 1L08£1.18 23.90£2.12 76.5518.08
S 9867£3281° 31241196 79561452 159.09+10.98*
KEBIEA 261.98+21.89° 1946% 1.50° 47841373 11527743
IR =4 349651927 25554153 60.73+4.88" 12938£8.15"
SR A 246,704 2451° 2091+ 1.50° 4635317 117174922
W ER R 1694441632 14972137 3404384 92491962
a: XTI oA, P<<0.01;b: SRR HL#R, P<<0.01,
#3 KAKRIME AT EEIEHRR HYP 7k F L&
(x*+s,n=6)
ikl ALT/UL) ASTI(UIL) HYP/(pg/mL)
Boyied) 33251410 84.7347.04 11.89+2.11
R 14408+ 17.04 257891 1738 40661362
K REIES 8442+927 16540+ 13.76° 20414249
N G DL3TEILTY 21020£ 15.01° MAL£2TP
R4 8678752 15666+ 12.80° 1940+ 1.90°
R 55.08+8.85° 12713041302 4017

a: X IRGL L, P<<0.01;b: SHEIHIZH LA, P<<0.01;c: SR
He#s, P<<0.05,

34 HSREXHF K RAFALRENZMm
3.4.1 HEY@fHn

X HRZH K BRI AL 28500 52 8, A B HES A FL
A VLWt 45 4 A1 2R A [R) 5T N AT DL 2R A 0 A
T o 50 A H A, A5 A0 4 K RRUIF 4 B HE 5 S AS R
JHF 44 7K b £ B S B SR i A Ak , 40 M S o N A /D i 2
TREARME A DXOn] L 25 4 Al 4G A ) J5 Py ] A
R RREANMIIRE . SRR LA, 45 4 254K BUF AL
SULE JRAE 20 MR 40 7K e 55 T T 354 S TR R e
o GERWE L,

AR B. 7141 C.K &HF4

DAUHIEARA  EARETARS  FAHAR
05 3k « SR UL S 5 S« FF AR I 5 G 075 < P40
Wz MRS 5 98 67 - SR
1 RAKXRIFALAHE REEHE
3.4.2 Masson QL [HF ML
X BEZH R BRUFF AL 2R DL 25 4 4 40 A, ] DL /D d i
O AT 2 . BERY A R R A 205 €0 i DR &1 4 B g 34
Z LR YER R AR . SRR A, S A A KR4
LU IR AT 2 B AR A0, SR e ) PR AR 4SS50 IR 2
[(0.06 +0.01)% kb %5, #5559 21 K B PH PR 4L 8 1 4 [k
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[(2.44+0.68)%] % & THE (P<0.01) ; S AL Ho &, /K
] T 2 R ) R SR BE P G 2 4 B [ 5301
J7 (0.65+0.17)% . (0.34+0.14)% 1 ¥ & 3 &A% (P<
0.05) , (H B4R B b i 21 R SUPE P e (2 7 0 He [0 5
F(2.37+1.97)% . (1.69 +0.25) %) 2% TG i1 5 L
(P>0.05), Z53ILE 2,

DR BT AR R

B2 KAEAKRIFHEL Masson B BHE
35 HEREX HF KR AFHALA H o-SMA . TGF-B, Fi%
SapA!

X FR 21 K BRI 20 21 b o-SMA G 3 AT I /i 25
TN KA BE AR WL R )2 Rk
TGF-B kil o] W/ e 3Rik , F 2o A fe A b . R
2R BRI 2 a-SMA K AT DL R 7 IX i ik, %8
Sy AR TE I I LT A3 A b KA X 5 TGF-B Al vl WK /-
DR IA , B RS 6, 1 I BUBORLIR MO . 4545
44K AT LU a-SMA | TGF-B, #3574 AS R 72 22 ik
o ST HEAL E A, B AL AL R BUF 4140 a-SMA |
TGF-B: FHMEG % B2 {1 1 & T (P<<0.05 8 P<<0.01)
SRR A, K R RN AR R R 4L K R
JIF 41 20 a-SMA | TGF- B, BH 1 't 2 J 1 ¥ & 3 [ A%
(P<<0.058 P<<0.01), ZEFULIE 3 4 fFEA,

= R R

AN

{ \ b P
| ) .
: o e AN AN T ( o
AN IRAL BRI C.K R 4]
GRS - T 4 3
g )8 r:\ ” J 7
R 2 e [
h .f X 2N
TN o (e W
:, 8 E o e < oo S Ul
D. 5 AR e 2 E. iR HEr Rl gl F. 50 g ) ek 2

3 HAXRIFARAT o-SMA KN E 7AW E
3.6 18 =X HF X iR BF 22 4 H1 TNF-o . NF-kB p65
mRNA RiX B0

5550 BRZH LU AR A R BRI 2H 24 TNF-oo NF-kB
p65 mRNA AH X} F ik i35 i 25 T8 (P<<0.01) ; ST 40

2GS 2025 4F5 36 B4 4 4

C.K Rl T2

T o § e Y % Ay
¥ S Soem . Sopm

DBHIEGAEA B MMRAEA R
El4 RVAKRIFALSTTGF-B MBI EEZEANLE

R4 BHAXBRIFALAST o-SMA TGF-B, AL ZEHE
kB (x+s,n=4)

Eibl a-SMA TGF-B,

WA 0.19+0.09 2134042
fm 2494039 1061086
KRR 1.09£0.14° 5.90+024°
AT A 170055 8534045
R4 1134035 520£005°
e 053007 3134004

a: 5% IR Hdst, P<<0.05;b: SXFIRA 4, P<0.01;c: SAAIZH

3, P<<0.05;d: SRR L#, P<0.01,

P AL, 1B R 1 7] e 2K B2 2 TNF-00 mRNA FEXT

Fib i DL R 45 45 25 40K BRF 4140 NF-kB p65 mRNA

AN Fe k) B E FAIR (P<<0.01) . Z53ILFE S,

R5 HBAKXRIFALF TNF-o NF-kB p65 mRNA HJ
I RIEBILR[x + sBM(Ps,Prs) ,n=06]

Eibl TNF-a NF-kB p6s
hopieel 1.01(098,1.03) 1.00£0.08
A 406(3.98,429) 3211036
KRz 266(2.53,2.74) 2001020
A 341(321,351) 24840.11°
R4 259(237,2.59) 21450158
RS 176(1.74,1.90)° 147£0.11°
a: SRHRLLHH, P<<0.01;b: SHAIZ UL, P<<0.01.

3.7 MR EXI HF K RAF AL a-SMA K TNF-o/
NF-«B {5 SiEBEIEXEARIEZHNFM

5 HRA P, B 2H K BUFZH 4 a-SMA  TNF-a
TR 1 FR 3K KT B NF-kB p65 25 [ (B2 1k /K - 34 5 3%
Tt & (P<0.01) , IkBa 8 11 32 18 7K °F B & B AL (P<
0.01), SR HHL, 25 25 25 KB E R Fabndly i & ek
#(P<0.058; P<<0.01), ZEHR LK 5 %6,
4 g

R AN TR IR DA IE 5 1) HF % 28 )0 Ak 2 F
IR ANTRI B B I 1 v B UEAS A R o v By
FJCHF 838, (5% 58 3CHk , HE 25 & “ A “ I ™ “ B
RERUERRRE" . CRAX - A i A R ) I 8 b
FE RS AR, W55 SRR, AR, €
SRR AR R A R E SR B A B B 2Ry
LT A S 7 R 1 i 2 S BT 2 e i S R
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I I I v v VI
A. TNF-a.IxBa.,.a-SMA # 4

p-NF-KBp65|-—— " D s e ‘GSkDa

GAPDH]------ \mna

1 i I} I\Y A% VI
B. NF-kB p65 & F1 R ALK T
Tt 5 T AL T /K KB 5 IV - M G B0 5 V

B PR 5 VI M6 s

5 HAKBRITEALAP o-SMA K TNF-o/NF-kBiEE
BEREXERRIEHEBIKE

*6 HBHKXBIFHZLED o-SMA K TNF-o/NF-kB {55
BEREAXEARIEKEILE (xts,n=3)

ik o-SMA/GAPDH IKBa/GAPDH ~ TNF-o/GAPDH  p-NF-kB p63/NF-kB p65
AL 0.09+0.06 0.59+0.02 0.09+0.09 0.0610.04
fiAlg] 061002 024001 069006 1112004
K RdEA 035+0.03° 0421002 03240.10° 048£020°
BHRERARL 0452009 027+001° 0.5340.05¢ 082£0.09
WEREPREL 0352003 041£0.00° 03940.05° 055+0.13
WHEREAEL  034£017° 051£0.00° 02040,09° 0224015

a: S5XTIRA R, P<<0.01;b: S5ABIZH HLR, P<<0.01;c: 572
Az, P<<0.05,

B,V R B AR TR, DU 25908 B, B L B, 1A T
A", R A S TR AR, AR RS 2a
FES | R U JH-328 2 R ) D00 R T8 AR . - -
FE-AB-955- k" SRS VL B HF AR ML Akt B, A WIS
T ITA -I A I E RN W R T /S
I HLAR YR P83 2 HF B BRI 2 (1 46 3l IR 2 fl e
SHEERAT " BCUA T AR B A DAL A A TR R
P IIRIT 1A

i VE S CCL 2 M 8 HF KBRS AR 0 258 i 07 k.
CCL ] LAFE R 9 40, 3 3 TNF-a IL-1 IL-6 %5 &
o 248 i DXL AR A R o e a5 5 I A A
HF'", ARBFF45 5 Wos , S8 5 T W5 , HE K RULTE
B TNF-ou IL-17 \IL-1B \IL-6 7K - i 35 R ARG , 2 I b i
HA MG RIEACEVER . AR ERLS R B, 20
RS  HF R BUIFZL 20 2 5E 40 12 40 il 7K
it (0 347 B S e, LR €0 R A4 B AR /D AR £F
ZAE 1] B 4 /1N, DRI 2 3 e 00 b 0 R LAk A2 2 8T 4
Ji 2% HF SERRAOVE . HYP 2 B 2H 2110 40
Z o, Je M e 52 AR N 2T AR R T A IR 4R
B ARBFITAE R BoR , 2R ST IR  HF K BUALTE
HHPY 7K BRI, 2 B b A 0D e TR AR VR
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FAE RV Z I ARIE . NF-«B 1@ % 1[5 2
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I HSC PR TN, P 22 A5 05 10 R I A 20 A=
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