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Applied Anatomy of Left Gastric & Superior Mesenteric Veins

Wan Yube, Huang Jiading Wang Lixin, Bai Yongqing, Ma Hongkun

(Department of Anatomy, Third Military Medical College)

Ma Hungmin, Wang Aochuan, Sun Jian, Wang Weidong

(Department of Surgery, Second Teaching Hospital,
Third Military Medical College)

The left gastric (coronary) and the superior mesenteric veins of 84 adult ca-
davers (65 males and 19 females) were studied.

The left gastric vein was absent in 3,859 of the 78 specimens out of the 84
cadavers. This vein drained into the portal vein in 60% of the specimens, the
splenic vein in 30,67%, and the angle formed by the portal and splenic veins in
9,37%. In 46 specimens out of the 84, the left gastric vein passed in front of the
splenic artery in 52,17% of the cases, and across anteriorly, posteriorly or supe-
riorly the common hepatic artery in 43,4% of the cases when descending right-
ward.
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The lower boundary of the surgical trunk was rather constant: it was at the
place where the ileocolic vein drained. The upper boundary varied considerably: it
might be at the place where the Henle's trunk or its components, the right colic
vein or its components, or the right gastroepiploic vein joined the surgical trunk.
The length and the external caliber at the mid-point of the surgical trunk were
determined. It was found that 90% of the surgical trunk studied could be used in
the end-to-side mesocaval shunt.

There was a constant anastomosis between the right colic and ileocolic veins.
The first jejunal vein drained the ascending part of duodenum, the upper part of
jejunum and pancreas in 80% of cases. There was also an anastomosis between
the first and second jejunal veins. These two venous anastomoses would provide

a better collateral circulation in end-to-side mesocaval shunt.



