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Observation on the Wormlike Body of Rat Liver Kupffer Cell

Liao Dezhong, Tutor:Wang Qimin, Zheng Shibin (Department of Histology and
Embryology, Third Military Medical College)

Rat liver with glutaraldehyde perfusion and immersion fixation is prepared to
be investigated by an electronic microscope, Invaginations of Kupffer cell mem-
brane are observed, In the perfusion-fixed specimens wormlike bodies, wormlike
canals with openings on the cell surface, bristle-coated vesicles, pinocytic vacuols
and median dense lines are seen, In the immersion-fixed ones no wormlike bodies
and the others are seen, but infoldings of cell membrane without median dense lines
are found, The infoldings and their surroundings suggest that they have the same
configuration as wormlike bodies, Suggesting that:1) the wormlike bodies formed
wormlike canals with openings on cell surface;s 2) a wormlike body unit is com-
posed of a wormlike canal with its openings and branchess 3) these structures par-
ticipate in pinocytosis by pinching off the bristle-coated vesicles and pinocytic
vacuols,
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