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Tab, Occurrence and external diameter of arteries to menisci

Arteries

Occurrence(%)

External
(X s mm)

diameter

Medial superior genjcular A,
Lateral superior genicular A,
Middle genicular A,
Medial posterior genicular A,
Lateral posterior genmicular A,
Medial inferior genicular A,
Lateral inferior gemicular A,
Descending branch of
descending genicular A *

22 1,37+0,46

0 1,76+0,32
100 1,32%0,27
100 0,93+0,16
96 0,8910,21
22 1,50%0,32
100 1,74+0,32
70 1,21+0,36
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menisci, capsular branch (3 ) tothe capsule T Tendon of popliteal muscle.
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Observation on the Extrinsic Blood Vessels of the Meniscus Genu

Li Ruixi, He Guangtsi, and Chen Eryu (Department of Anatomy, Third Military Medical College,
Chongqing 630038)

Abstract Fifty adult lower limbs were studied macromicroscopically to
reveal the extrinsic blood vessels of the menisci of the knee joint, It was found
that the menisci were supplied from 2 sources; the genicular branches (except
the superior lateral genicular branch) of the popliteal artery, and the
descending branch of the descending genicular artery, A pair of additional
genicular branches with independent stems from the popliteal artery, named as
the posterior medial and the posterior lateral genicular arteries by the authors,
constantly supplied the posterior part of both the menisci, The arterial branches
formed a circular anastomotic arch around the menisci with small branches
springing from the arch and getting into the menisci, The arterial arch commu-
nicated with the femoral and the popliteal arteries and became an important
stem of a reentry channol in cases of popliteal artery occlusion,

Key words meniscus of knee joint; genicular artery



