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An Experimental study on the origin of circulating endothelial

cells from the conversion of vascular endothelial cells

Yang Yingbo, Wang Zhengguo. (Department of Traumatology,Daping Hospital, Third Military Medical College,
Chonggqing,630042)

Abstract  Obsevation on the circula/ting endothelial cells (CEC) can be used to study the
changes of the vascular endothelial cells (VEC) in vivo,which is quite valuable in its clinical applica-
tion. Neverthiless, the origin of CEC remains not clarified. In this study,the origin of CEC was inves-
tigated with cultures of the endothelial cells of human umbilical vein. It was found that CEC is a kind
of cells existing in circulating blood and originating from desquamated VEC under physiological con-
ditions. The direct proof of this conversion was provided. And the conversion of VEC to CEC is a pro-
cess of steady progression.
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