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Significance of aberrant melanosomes in the diagnosis of ma-

lignant melanoma

Gao Tianwen, Ye Qingyi,Liu Rongqing (Department of Dermatology ,Southwest Hospital , Third Military

Medical College ,Chongqing,630038)

Abstract Seventeen cases of malignant melanoma (MM) were observed with transmission

electron microscopy in order to clarify the significance of abberant melanosomes in its diagnosis. 30

cases of nevus were also studied to serve as control. It was found that aberrant melanosomes were

present in 14 cases of MM including 2 cases of amelanotic MM and absent in 2 cases of pigmented

MM and one case of amelanotic MM. In addition,aberrant melanosomes were found in 4 cases of

congenital nevus. The findings suggest that the significance of aberrant melanosomes in the diagno-

sis of MM has been overemphasized. It is believed that the diagnosis of MM must be judged com-

prehensively on all the ultrastructural changes under transmission electron microscope.
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Effects of tetrandrine on pulmonary surfactant activity after

inhalation injury in rabbits

Zhang Min,Li Ao, Yang Zongcheng,et al (Institute of Burn Research, Southwest Hospital, Third Mili-

tary Medical College,Chongqing,630038)

Abstract  The rabbit model of smoke inhalation injury was employed to study the relation-

ship between the decreased activity of pulmonary surfactant and the development of pulmonary

edema in inhalation injury and the therapeutic effects of tetrandrine on pulmonary damages. After

smoke inhalation injury, the decreased activity of pulmonary surfactant, hypoxemia, hypercapnia,
»

pulmonary inflammation,and pulmonary edema were seen. Tetrandrine could alleviate the patho-

logical manifestations of the lungs,improve hypoxemia and hypercapnia,and protect the surfactant

from being destroyed. These {indings imply that tetrandrine plays a protective role on the lungs

partly due to its protection of pulmonary surfactant from being destroyed. It was suggested that

the inhibition of phospholipase A: by tetrandrine might result in the protection of pulmonary sur-

factant.
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