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AgNOR counting study of 150 specimens of benign and malignant pro-

static tissues

Ye Mingfu, Xie Qing, Wang Yong, Gao Guangzheng (Department of Clinical Pathology. Xinqiao Hospital, Third Mili-

tary Medical College . Chongqing, 630037)

Abstract One hundred and fifty specimens of benign and malignnat prostatic tissues were stained with

argyrophil nucleolar organizer region (AgNOR) technique and the AgNOR granules were counted. It was

found that the average number of AgNOR granules was gradually increased in the order of normal prostatic

tissue, benign prostatic hyperplasia, prostatic atypical hyperplasia and prostatic carcinoma and the largest in

prostatic carcinoma. The number of AgNOR granules was comparatively small in the well-differentiated large

acinous adenocarcinoma. The AgNOR granules could be classified into 4 types according to their shape, size

and number. They were the small round granules, large round granules, satellite-like round granules and ir-

regular granules. It is believed that AgNOR staining is of diagnostic and differential diagnostic significance

for most cases of prostatic carcinoma and benign prostatic lesions. In addition, there might be certain rala-

tionship between the type of AgNOR granules and the pathological nature of the prostatic lesions.
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