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Study of 356 cases of rheumatic valvular disease with valve replacement

Chu Yanlin, Liu Yutuan, Shi Jianyun, Xiao Yibin, Min Jiaxin (Department of THoracic Surgery, Xingiac Hospital,

Third Military Medical University , Chongging, 630037)

Abstract Valve replacement was performed for 356 cases of rheumatic valvular disease in our institute

in the period from January 1980 to July 1995. The 356 patients consisted of 120 male and 236 female with an

age range from 14 to 63 and an average of 30. 581 8. 49 years. Preperative NYHA classification categorized
20 cases in class I (5.6%), 200 cases in class I (56.2%), and 136 cases in class N (38. 2%). Mitral

valve was replaced in 286 cases, aortic in 17 and both mitral and aortic in 53. 27 porcine valves and 382 me-

chanical ones vere employed. Associated procedures were tricuspid annuloplasty in 30 cases and thrombecto-

my of the left atrium in 14. The early mortality rate (within 30 days after surgery) was 7. 6% (27/356).

Low cardiac output, ventricular fibrillation, respiratory failure and cardiac tamponade were the main causes

of death. The cases were followed cases of late death (1. 8% patient-year). The causes of late death were

ventricular arrhythmia, bacterial endocarditis . respiratory infection, severe bleeding due to anticoagulation

and failure of porcine valves. The problems concerning the factors affecting the operative results, the second

operation, the management of postoperative complications and the efficacy of anticoagulation were discussed.
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Investigation on relationship between helicobacter pylori infection and

gastric carcinoma
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