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Therapeutic effects of homologous LAK cells on cancerous pleural effu-

sion: An observation on 43 cases

Zhang Chuyi, Wu Guoming, Li Shuping (Department of Malignant Disease, Xingiao Hospital, Third Military Medical Uni-

versity, Chongqing, 630038)

Abstract Fourty-three cases of cancerous pleural elfusion (a large amount in 26 and medium amount in

17) were treated with 1 or 2 courses of intrapleural injection of homologous lymphokin-activated killer cells

(LAK cells). Of the patients, 25 suffered from adencarcinoma, 7 squamous cell carcinoma, 7 small cell lung

cancer and 4 atypical lung cancer. It was found that the pleural effusion subsided thoroughly in 15 cases and

was significantly reduced in amount in 23 with an effective rate of 88.4% after the injection of LAK cells as

compared with that of 39.5% in those cases of chemotherapy group ( P <0.01). Our {indings suggest that

the therapeutic effects were far better with intrapleural injection of LAK cells than with intrapleural injection

of chemotherapeutic agents.
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