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Effects of ischemia and reperfusion on spinal cord unit discharges in rats
Wu Yamin, Liao Weihong ( Research Institute of Ield Surgery, Daping Hospital, Third Military Medical University,

Chongging, 630042)

Abstract After of the abdominal aorta (AA) 1 cm above the left renal artery were occluded and reper—
fused in 86 rats, the gray matter spinal cord blood flow (gSCBF) in the I, region was measured with the hy-
drogen clearance method and the spinal cord unit discharges (SCUDs) were recorded extracellularly with the
glass microelectrode to investigate the effects of ischemia and reperfusion on SCUDs. Of the animals, 36
were randomized into three experimental groups according to the time of reperfusion after ischemia, namely,
2 min in groupl , 5Sminingroupll and 10 min in grouplll. Other 50 without the reperfusion served as the
control- It was found that g SCBF in L2region in the three experimental groups were decreased to various de—
grees immediately after the AA was occluded and significantly decreased before the reperfusion started. Of
the 86 SCUDs recorded in the 50 animals, 22 (25. 58% ) disappeared and 33 were significantly increased ( P
<0.05) after AA occlusion and 30 (34. 88% ) disappeared and 29 were significantly decreased (P <0.05) af-
ter reperfusion. There were different reactions of SCUDs to ischemia and reperfusion in the three groups
reperfused at different time. Our findings suggest that neurons in the spinal cord of rats are remarkably sensi—
tive to ischemia, and even one slight decrease of g SCBF in the I, region can cause the remarkable increase of
SCUDs of the neurons- When the reperfusion starts, SCUDs of the neurons are gradually decreased with a
decrease of their excitability and tolerance
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