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Serum concentration of soluble intercellular adhesion molecule-1 in pa-

tients with viral hepatitis and its clinical significance
Zhang Xuging, Gu Changhai, Yan Fumin, Chen Guozhi (Department of Infectious Diseases, Southw est Hospital, Third
Military Medical University, Chongging, 400038)

Abstract Objective: To investigate the relationship betw een the serum concentration of soluble inter—
cellular adhesion molecule=1 (sICAM~-1) and hepatocytic damage in patients with viral hepatitis. Methods:
The serum concentration of sICAM-1 was determined with enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay in 7 healthy
individuals and 39 patients with viral hepatitis. Results: The serum concentration of sICAM-1 was signifi—
cantly higherin patients with acute hepatitis (AH) and those with chronic hepatitis (CH) than in the healthy
individuals. Significantly positive correlation among the serum concentrations of sICAM-, alanine amino-
transferase, aspertate aminotransferase and total bilirubin was found in patients with AH.  Serum concentra—
tion of sICAM~-1 was significantly higher in patients with severe CH than in those with moderate or mild C H.
Conclusion: The serum concentration of sSICAM -l is significantly increased in patients with AH or CH and
may reflect the degree of hepatocytic damage in patients with viral hepatitis.
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