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A study of the relationship between expression of AFP gene and serum

HBsAg in patients with primary hepatocellular carcinoma
Luo Yuanhui, Fang Dianchun, Lu Rong, Men Rongpu, Liu Weiwen (Department of Gastroenterology, Southw est

Hospital, Third Military Medical University, Chongqing, 630038)

Abstract Objective: To study the relationship between expression of AFP gene and serum HBsAg.
Methods: The expression of human alpha{fetoprotein mRN A (AFP mRN A) was examined with nest reverse—

transcription polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) in 31 surgically resected specim ens of primary hepatocellu—

lar carcinoma Results: AFP mRN A was positive in 26 out of 31 specimens (83. 9% ). Of the 26 positive

specimens, 7 with obvious liver cirrhosis exhibited AFP m RN A expression in juxtacarcinomatous tissue. The

frequency of expression of AFP mRN A was significantly higher in specimens of serum HBs Ag positive and

serum AFP> 30ng /ml than in those of serum HBs Ag negative and serm AFP < 30ng /ml respectively ( P <

0.01). Conclusion: The expression of AFPmRNA may be related to HBV infection and regeneration of hep—

atic cells.

Key words primary liver cancer; AFPmRNA; RT-PCR.
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