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Tab 1 Degenerative features showed by plain X-ray film in 35 cases

Narrowing of Anterior and lateral

Site intervertebral space hyperplasia Bone bridge Wedge-shaped changes Changes of biconcavity Changes of curvature
Segment 26 14 2 10 3 23
Thoracic vertebra 5 15 5 8 9 8
Lumbar vertebra 20 15 12 17 3 18
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Tab 2 Features of the amputated end in 10 cases of complete block

Posture V-shaped U-shaped Wedge-shaped Sawtooth-shaped Posterior V-shaped Slope-shaped
Normotopia 3 2 3 2
Lateral 5 2 3
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Tub 3 Features in 16 cases of incomplete block
Fosture V-shaped Anterior arc  Posterior arc Latarsl are Anterior and posterior arc Scattered Edged
Normoropia 10 3

Lateral 4 9 2
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Fig 1 CT patiern of ossification of ligamenium flavum of thoracic vertebra: spinous type
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Fig 2 CT pattern of ossification of ligamentum flavum of thoracic verlebra: nodular type
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Fig 3 CT pattern of essification of ligamentum flavum of thoracic vertebra: plate type
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Fig 4 CT pattern of ossification of ligamentum flavum of thoracic vertebra; projectile type
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Image features of ossification of ligamentum flavum of thoracic vertebrae

and their etiological significance

Wang Zili, Jing Weidong, Ding Huigiang, Shi Jiandang, Li Weijie (Department of Spinal Surgery, Affiliated Hospital,

Ningxia Medical College, 750004)

Abstract Objective: To observe the image features of ossification of ligamentum flavum of thoracic ver-
tebrae (OLFTV) and explore their etiological significance. Methods : Thirty-five cases of OLFTV were surgi-
cally treated. Of the patients with an average age of 51, 21 were male and 14 female. Results; The site of the

ossification was at the level of intervetebral discs. In 32 cases, it occurred between T10-L1 and lateral X-ray
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film showed the ossification image at the intervertebral foramen. Two cases had the pyramid bone bridge.
Extensive degenerative changes were seen in the thoracic, lumbar or thoracolumbar vertebrae without the le-
sion of OLFTV. The characteristic features of the contrast examination were V-shaped, U-shaped or rarefac-

tion changes on ortho-positioned films and arced impression or V-shaped changes on lateral films. On CT

scanning, the shapes of ossification were divided into four groups according to their severity as spinous pro-
cess in 2, node in 9, plate in 5 and protuberance in 14. Conclusion: The occurrence of OLFTV is associated

with secondary degenerative changes of the spinal column.

Key words thoracic vertebra; ligamentum flavum; ossification; image

S R E N S e Syt e S ol et K Coge S o I oo gt R R e Koo Rt e Rofe Rt Sufe Rof Kot Rofe Kot Rt gt Lo Sof Dufs Do Rafe Kol Wy Hofe I ot ufe e ot ot g o o Rl Siuge Supe Ry 8

Fos POt 728 01 55 B I 6% R B0 8B A5 25 B S B

The differential diagnosis between bladder cancer and blood clot by ultra-
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