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Fig 1 Moderately differentiated HCC showing p53 nuclear staining of tumor cells in diffuse pattern
Immunostaining with CM-K 400
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Fig2 Well differantiated HCC showing pS3 nuclear staining of tumor cells in scatred pattem, Cytoplasmic
staining is also seen in occasional cells Immunostaining with Pab180K 400
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Study of pS3 protein expression in human hepatocellular carcinoma with

immunohistochemistry
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University, Chongqing, 630042)

Abstract Objective: To investigate the relationship betw een the mutation of p53 protein and the occur—

rence and development of human hepatocellular carcinoma ( HCC). Methods: p53 protein expression in can—

cerous tissue and its surrounding tissues in 80 cases of HCC was detected with a sensitive immunohis—

tochemical method- Results: Nuclear immunostaining of the hepatocytes for p53 protein was positive in 35

out of the 80 cases and none of the cells in the surrounding tissues was positive. p53 protein expression was

significantly correlated to metastasis of HCC but not correlated to the size and differentiation of HCC. Con -

clusion: The overexpression of p53 may not occur in the late stage of HCC but may be a sign of aggressive

phenotype of HCC existing in the early stage of the carcinoma.
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