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Analysis of fiberobronchoscopic examination for malignant atelectasis

WU Guo-ming, MENG Qing-wen, QIAN Gui-sheng (Reasearch institute of respiratory diseases Xingiao Hospital, Third Military Medical

University, Chongging 400037, China)

Abstract: Objective To understand further the fiberobronchoscopic findings of malignant atelecta-
sis. Methods The findings of 114 patients with malignant atelectasis examined with fiberobronchoscopy
were retrospectively analyzed. Results  Atelectasis occurred in the right lung in 63 cases (55.3%) and
in the left lung in 51 cases (44.7%). Atelectasis of the whole left lung (12 cases, 10.5%) was more
frequent than that of the whole right lung (2 cases, 1.8%). Atelectasis of the upper lobe was found in 59
cases (51.8 %) and that of the middle or lower lobe in 41 cases(36%5). The direct fiberobronchoscopic
features of lung cancers were present in all the patients. The diagnosis was confimed with fiberobroncho-
scopy and lor blush examination in 110 cases with positive rate of 96.5% . Among the 114 cases, there
were 77 cases of squamous carcinoma (67. 5%, 17 of small cell carcinoma (14.9%). The location of
obstruction was essentially consistent between fiberobronchoscopy and x-ray examination but that in a part
of cases was higher found with fiberobronchoscopy than that with x-rays. The morphological features of fi-
berobwnchoscopic findings were closely related to the pathological types of lung cancers. Conclusion
The patients with atelectasis discovered with x-rays should be examined with fiberobonchoscopy as early
as possible to rule out its malignant nature.
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Squamous carcinoma 3 19 9 3 3 9 26 5 77(67.5)
Adenocarcinoma 2 4 1 2 2 11(9.6)
Small cell cancer 3 2 5 1 3 2 1 17(14.9)
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Adeno- squamous carcinoma 1 1 2(1.8)
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