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Study of the mechanism of liver cells injury after HGV IGBV-C infection
NIE Qing-he, HU Da-rong, LI Meng-dong, XIE Qing ( Department of Infectous Diseases, Southwest Hospitab Third Military Medical Univer-
sity, Chongqing 400038 China)

Abstract: Objective To study the exppression of hepatitis G virus or GB virus C (HGV GBV-C)
RNA and virus-related antigens in the liver of patients with HGV IGBVC. infection, and the mechanisms
of liver cells injury induced by HGV IGBV-C. Methods The expression of HGV GBV-C RNA in the
liver tissues were detected with digoxigenin labeled probe with i situ hybridization, and the distribution
of HGV GBV-C related antigens in the liver tissues was detected with immunohistochemistry. Results
HGV GBV-C RNA was detected in 58. 33 %, and HGV GBV-C NS5 antigen in 66.67 % of 12 liver sam-
ples of hepatitis patients with HGV GBV-C infection alone. Positive staining signal of hybridization and
HGV GBV-C NS5 antigen was only seen in the cytoplasm. Positive cells of hybridization was not related
to hepatocyte degeneration, cholestasis, inflammatory cell infiltration, degrees of cell necwsis, etc.
Eight cases of acute hepatitis and 4 of chronic hepatitis were diagnosed in 12 liver tissue samples. Con-
clusion It scems that HGV /GBV-C does not damage hepatocytes directly, and HGV IGBV -C-related an-
tigens may exist in hepatocytes; HGV GBV-C might exert its wle as a target antigen in the course of liver
injury.
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