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Changes of expression of bcl-2 and bax gene in facial neurons of rats following

facial nerve axotomy

YANG Jun, FANG Ze-qgiang, Ll Hui-zeng, ZHANG Cong-ji (Department of Stomatology. Southwest Hospital, Third Military Medical
Univemsitys Chongqing 400038, China)

Abstract: Objective To investigate the rlationship between the expressions of bcl-2, bax gene and
apoptosis of fadal neunon after facial nerve axotomy. Methods After the model of facial nerve axotomy
was established in Wistar rats, the changes of bel-2 and bax gene expressions in facial neurons and facial
neuronal apoptosis were observed with immunohistochemical methods. Results Facial nerve axotomy re-
sulted in the changes of bel-2, bax gene expressions and facial neuronal apoptosis. Conclusion  bel-2 and
bax gene might participate the process of apoptosis of the facial neuron induced by facial nerve axotomy.
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