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Expression of K14 in development of human fetal epidermis
SONG Chuan, YANG Tian, ZENG Yi-jun (Department of Cell Biology Third Military Medical University, Chongging 400038 China)

Abstract: Objective To study the expression of K14 during the development of human fetal epi-
dermis. Methods Human skin was taken from the early, middle and late human fetus respectively.
K14 was determined with immunocytochemical and in situ hybridization techniques. Results were dealt
with image analysis and the mophlogical and biochemical date were analyzed statistically. Results K14
were found in the early, middle and late human fetal epidemis. But highest level was found in the mid-
dle gestion. K14 was also found in higher level in the late gestation but mainly localized in the basal lay-
er. Conclusion K14 is expressed by human fetal epidermal basal cell. Tt plays a pivotal role in the
maintenance of epidermal cell shape and protecting the cell from lysing.
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