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Pathological diagnosis and differential diagnosis of sarcomatoid carcinoma
ZHANG Zai-gen YE Ming-fu, XIE Qingg WANG Yali TANG Jinliang (Department of Pathobgy Xingiao Hospital Third Military Medical University,

Chongging 400037 China)

Abstract: Objective To explore the patholagical and immunohistochemical features and to investigate the differential diagnosis of sarcomatoid
carciromas (SC). Methods Twenty six specimens of SC from various anatomical sites were studied with light micoscopic electron microscopic ex-
amination and immunohistochemical method. Results Microscopically, 15 biphasic and 11 monophasic components of 26 cases were found with
spindle cells and polymorphic cells. Desmosomes and tonofibrils were found in spindle tunor cells ultrastructurally in 5 samples one of which having
tonofibrls. Immunohistochemically cytokeratin and keratin expression of epithelial tumor cells or sarcomatoid cells were positive. Positive intensity
and quantity were different from case to case. Vimentin and cytokeratin was co-expressed in the sarcomatoid cells and the majority of sarcomatoid cell
in all tumors was strong positive. CD68 and HMB-45 were negative reaction in SC. Conclusion Pathomorphology of SC was complicated. Tt must
be differentiated from malignant fibmhistiocytoma (MFH), melanoma fibmosarcoma, leiomyosarcoma etc. Immunohistochemical and ultrastructural

techniques are very valuable in the differential diagnosis of SC.
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Fig1 Sarcomatoid carcinoma simulating malignant fibrous
histocytoma (HEX 200)
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Fig 2 Sarcomatoid carcinoma with pleomor phic and bizar tumor
cells (HEX 400)
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Fig3 Inflammatory sarcomatoid carcinoma with spindle cells
setting in inflammatory cells (HEX 200)
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Fig 4 Sarcomatoid carcinoma demonstrte Desmosome junction
of spindle cells(—) (TEMX 20 000)
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Fig 5 Strong positive reaction of CK in cytoplasm of sarcomatoid
cell (S-PX 400)

6 Vimentin (SPX 400)
Fig 8 Strongly stained Vimentin in the cytoplasm of sarcomatoid
spindle cells (S-PX 400)
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A Case of ANCA-associated glumerular nephritis
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