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Expression of double minutes in cases with leukemia
PU Shuping ZHANG Yi jun XIA Shun-zhong XU You-hua, DAI Bitao, DUAN Chang zhu (Department of Biology, Chongqing Univesity of Medical
Sciences Chongqing 400016, China)

Abstract. Objective To explore the relationship between the expresson of double minutes (DM) in cases with leukemia and the prognosis of
this disease. Methods DM was observed in bone marrow cells after shoit-term culture which were derived from 320 patients with verified leukemia
by biopsy. Results (D The expression rates of DM were found in 8. 8% (28/320) patients. Mostly, DM were observed in cell that there are many
chromosome abermations, including translocation, breakage, dicentric chomosome, ring chromosome endoreduplication hypodiploids polyploid
and so on. @ During the follow-up, the median survival (MS) in 28 cases with positive DM (7. 0 months) were lower than in 73 cases with DM neg-
ative (31.4 months) (P<Z0.01). Conclusion The findings suggest that DM expression can be used as an independent prognostic marker for pa-
tients with leukemia.
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