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CT findings of splenic tuberculosis
HUANG Xue-quan, WANG Jian, WU Bei-hai XIANG Hong ( Department of Radiology, Southwest Hospital, Third Military Medical Universitys Chongqing
400038, China)

Abstract Objective To explore the computed tomography (CT) findings of splenic tuberculosis(ST) and their role in the diagnosis. Methods
CT features in 11 patients with ST proven by lapawscopy and pathology from 1995 to 2000 were retrospectively reviewed. Results  Splenic
multinodular lesions were found in 9 cases splenic masses in 2 cases calcifications in 2 cases, and diffuse liver and spleen enlargement in all. The
masses and nodes showed low attenuation or lower soft tissie attenuation when enhanced. Low-attenuation splenic and /or adenopathies in splenic
hilus, hepatic hilus and retroperitoneal region were found in 8 cases, and peripheral rim enhancement were found in 6/ 8 cases when contrast material
were administered. Pancreatic low-attenuation lesions were found in 3 cases and hepatic multinodular low-attenuation lesions in 3 cases and defuse
calcified spots in 1 case. Conclusion ST has variable spectrum of CT findings including splenic focal low-attenuation lesions or masses multiple
small low attenuation splenic nodules without enhancement, splenic calcifications and diffuse enlargement of spleen, but ST usually appears as low
altenuation with unenhanced splenic lesions or masses. Low altenuation adenopathies with peripheral im enhancement in splenic hilus, hepatic hilus
and retroperitoneal region and other data of disseminated tuberculosis are ancillaty findings that should support a diagnoss of ST.
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A: Plaint scan of bw-attenuation splenic focal lesions and adenopathies in hepatic hilus, and peripancreas; B: Enhanced scan of the adenopathies having pe-

ripheral rim enhancement and the focal lesions in spleen without enhancement; C: Enhanced scan of mesenteri ¢ and ret operitoneal adenopathies with peri pher-

al rim enhancement.

Fig1 CT scans showing tuberculoses at the spleen. abdominal lymph nodes and left kidney

2 N
Fig2 CT scan showing calcification in tuberculoses in spleen 3
and lymph nodes Fig3 CT scan of splenic tubercul osis and tuberculous abscess

beside vertebral body
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