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An investigation of a food-borne outbreak of cholera
XTAO Bang-zhong, LUO Xing-jian, WU Guo-hui, LI Xiu-an, ZHANG Jing-quu, LONG Jiang, QI Xiao-dong (Chongqing Center
for Disease Contwl and Prevention. Chongqing 400042, China)

Abstract: Objective To investigate the characteristics and relative factors of the outbreak of cholera to control
its spread. Methods All people of three banquets and their contacts were investigated and rectal swabs were collect-
ed for isolation and identification of Vibrio cholerae. Patients were diagnosed according to the Manual for the Control
of Cholera Environmental samples in the epidemic focus were tested for V. diwlerae isolation. Results A total of
55 cases were reporteds including 1 case of death, 5 cases diagnosed as serotype Inaba cholera by laboratory and 50
other cases diagnosed clinically. Attack rates of diners of the banquets and others were 15.76% and 0. 8 %4 respec-
tively (P<Z0.005), but those of diners attending only 1st or 2nd or 3rd banquet were 17.5%, 0. 0%, 3.0% with
the attack rate of the 1st banquet diners being significantly higher than those of 2nd and 3rd(P<Z 0.005). Conclu-
sion The first banquet at which the first cholera case contaminated the food may be the main factor to lead to the
outbreak. Delayed reporting and implementing of control measures have also faciliated the outbreak.
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