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Endoscopic airway stenting for tracheobronchial stenosis and tracheoesophageal fistula
HU Jianrlin, LIU Ping, YANG He-ping, LIU Gang, XIONG Wei, ZHOU Xiang-dong, LI Xue-jun, HUANG Ying, SHEN Yu-
jus ZHOU Hu-ming (Department of Respiratory Diseases Southwest Hospital Third Military Medical University, Chongqing 400038 China)

Abstract. Objective To evaluate the therapeutic efficacy and complications of endoscopic placement of nickel-
titanium alloy stents for the treatment of aitway stenosis and tracheoesophageal fistula. Methods —Nickel-titanium al-
loy stents were placed into the aiway of 21 patients with tracheobwonchial stenosis under direct view of bronchoscope.
Stents ated with membrane wemwe used in patients complicated with tracheoesophageal fistula. Four patients with se-
vere sterosis undemwent tracheobronchial dilatations before stenting. Stents bound with radioactive iodine seeds were
inserted in 3 of the patients with bronchogenic carcinoma. Results Dyspnea was relieved in all of the patients im-
mediately after stenting and dilatation. Disappearance of wugh during food taking was found in 2 patients with tra-
cheoesophageal fistula after placement of wated stent. Stents were inserted successfully after dilatation in 4 paitents
with severe stenosis. Diminished tumor growth was found in all the 3 patients who received stents bound with radioac-
tive iodine seeds 1 month later. Blood stained sputum ocairred in 2 patients immediately after stenting. Granuloma
occurred in 2 patients in 1 month after stenting. Conclusion FEndoscopic placement of nickel-titanium alloy stents is
a safe and useful measure for the treament of aiway stenosis and tracheoesophageal fistula. Tracheobronchial dilata-
tions can make stenting more safe and convenient. Stents bound with radioactive iodine seeds are useful in brachyther-
apy of bronchogenic carcinoma.
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