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Clinicopathological characteristics of mucinous carcinoma of the breast

FAN Lin*jun, JIANG Jun, ZHAO Fei, YANG Xir]gfhua, ZHANG Yi (Breast Disease Center, Southwest Hospital, Third Military Medi-
cal University, Chongqing, 400038, China)

Abstract: Objective To explore the clinicopathological characteristics of mucinous breast carcinoma to offer ref-
erences for the treatment of mucinous breast carcinoma. Methods Fighteen cases of mucinous breast carcinoma were
found out of the 1174 patients with breast cancer hospitalized in our department from 1976—2002. The clinicopatholo-
gical features, treament measures and prognosis were reviewed and analyzed. Results The ages of 18 female patients
with mucinous breast carcinomas ranged from 32 to 76 years (average: 32. 2 years). The time from the appearance of
mass to seek medical advice was from 1 month to 10 years(average: 32. 2 months ). Maximum diameter of the tumor was
1 to 6 cm (average: 3.4 cm). Pathological types included 13 cases of simple type and 5 cases of mixed type. Metastasis
of axillary lymph nodes was found in 2 cases, accounting for 11. 1%4. Of the 18 cases. stage [—IIwas found in 15 cas-
es, accounting for 8.3 %, stage Illin 2 cases, and stage IVin 1 case. Radical mastectomy and modified radical mas-
tectony were performed in 14 cases, accounting for 77.8%, whereas simple mastectomy and axillary exploration were
pefomed in 4 cases. Two cases undewent new adjuvant chemotherapy before operation, and 12 cases undemwent
chemotherapy from 3 to 6 wurses after operation. Fifteen cases were followed up for 1 to 5 years with the follow-up rate
of 83%4. Fourteen patients were still living and in good health in the follow-up period. Condusion In mucinous
breast carcinoma, the growth is slow and the metastatic rate is little, so the pognosis is better. Diagnosis and treatment
in time is the key factor to ensure the therapeutic effect and the improvement of prognosis.
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