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Expressions of c-kit protein and mRNA in sigmoid colon of patients with slow transit

constipation
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Abstract: Objective To examine the expressions of ¢kt mRNA and c-kit potein in the colon of patients with
slow transit cnstipation (STC). Methods The sigmoid colon samples fiom 12 STC patients and 8 age-matched pa-
tients with nonobstucted wlorectal cancer were used in this study. Expression of c-kit protein was detected by West-
em blot analysis, and expression of c¢-kit mRNA was detected by RT-PCR. Results Compared with those of con-
trols, the c4it mRNA and protein expressions were significantly declined in the wlon of slow transit constipation (P
<C0.05). Condusion Significant downregulation of c%it gene and protein expressions may play an important role
in the decreases in interstitial cells of Cajal in slow transit constipation .
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