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Current Situation of Continuing Education Management of Licensed Pharmacists in Anhui Province
REN Ming ,XU Bangfu,TAO Youfu
(Anhui Certification Center for Pharmacy Professional Technical Personnel ,Hefei,Anhui,China 230051)
Abstract: Objective To improve the quality of continuing education for licensed pharmacists. Methods The general data of 37 557
licensed pharmacists who participated in continuing education training (hereinafter referred to as trained licensed pharmacists) and
25 335 registered licensed pharmacists in Anhui Province in 2020 were collected. The current situation and deficiency of the
continuing education management of licensed pharmacists were analyzed from the basic information such as practice category,
education background, practice unit and specialty and the continuing education network learning, and the feasible suggestions were
put forward. Results There were 53 935 licensed pharmacists,37 557 trained licensed pharmacists and 25 335 registered licensed
pharmacists in Anhui Province. The trained licensed pharmacists had a low educational background as a whole, and 64.94%
(24 391 /37 557) of them had a college degree or below. The licensed types of trained licensed pharmacists mainly majored in
pharmacy, which accounted for 72.89% (27 375/ 37 557),and 57.20% (21 484/ 37 557) of the trained licensed pharmacists
were registered in pharmaceutical retail enterprises. The registered licensed pharmacists had a low educational background as a
whole,and 64.39% (16 820/25 335) of them had a college degree or below. The licensed types of registered licensed pharmacists
mainly majored in pharmacy, which accounted for 66.39% (16 820/ 25 335),and 89.11% (22 575/25 335) of the registered
licensed pharmacists were registered in pharmaceutical retail enterprises. In 2020, 96.13% (36 102/ 37 557) of the trained
licensed pharmacists participated in online education. Among the top 20 online elective courses with the highest learning frequency
of continuing education for licensed pharmacists, 80% were professional courses and 20% were social sciences courses. Licensed
pharmacists were most concerned about systemic diseases, chronic diseases and special population diseases. Systematic clinical
medication knowledge and newly revised laws and regulations were still the focus of licensed pharmacists’ learning. The deficiencies
of continuing education were as follows:Firstly,it had single form,and lacked evaluation system and could not guarantee the quality
of learning. Secondly, except for online and face — to — face education, there was no other credit granting channels and no
corresponding credit granting system, which could not meet the credit needs of licensed pharmacists for multi — mode learning.
Finally, a complete and unified career development system from research, planning, implementation to evaluation has not been
established. Conclusion It is suggested that the continuing education of licensed pharmacists should be carried out according to
categories and specialties, teach according to needs, popularize practical training courses, strengthen policy drive, improve the
development system of continuing education of licensed pharmacists, establish a credit mutual recognition mechanism with enterprises
and hospitals,increase the weight and study of specific personnel,and improve the overall quality of licensed pharmacists.
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Tab.1 Basic information of licensed and trained licensed pharma-

cists in Anhui Province in 2020
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Tab.2 Top 20 online elective courses of continuing education for licensed pharmacists in Anhui Province in 2020
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