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Research progress on anti-pulmonary fibrosis effect and mechanism of flavonoids

WANG Yiting, PENG Weiwen, WANG Zhuqgiang, HUANG Liting (Zhongshan Hospital of Traditional Chinese
Medicine Affiliated to Guangzhou University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Guangdong Zhongshan 528400,
China)

ABSTRACT Pulmonary fibrosis is the end-stage manifestation of a large class of lung diseases characterized by fibroblast
proliferation and accumulation of a large amount of extracellular matrix accompanied by inflammatory injury and tissue structure
destruction. Studies have shown that flavonoids have anti-pulmonary fibrosis effects through multiple paths, including
dihydromyricetin, morin and fisetin can inhibit fibroblast differentiation; Trollius altaicus flavonoids, hesperidin and linarin can
play an anti-inflammatory role; total flavonoids from Scutellaria baicalensis, scutellarin and chrysin can inhibit epithelial-
mesenchymal transition; total flavonoids of Litchi chinensis, diosmin and silybin can play an anti-oxidative stress role; quercetin,
baicalin and apigenin can regulate autophagy; total flavonoids of Oxytropis falcata, calycosin and dihydroquercetin can regulate
apoptosis; naringin, scutellarin and total flavonoids of Dracocephalum moldavica can inhibit pyroptosis, thus exerting anti-
pulmonary fibrosis effects.

KEYWORDS flavonoids; pulmonary fibrosis; mechanism
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BB A0 ANEE T (extracellular matrix , ECM) %4 UTAH ,
e 2R T AEAR™ S e DL Y S0 R R A K
S FREE T PR S 255, HiTSE [ FDA LG
ST I £F AL ) 250 AR JE il 5 e 3k Je A, X R 254
AT S 22 i T e R Ak (HE A T E AN R R
N AT ATE B RAFRIRTTRCRY, T AU £F 4E 4k 2454 ik

BN ILTAAAE T TR s @i b iz e &

ABEETB Pl =t S0 85 5 SR T I (7 AR
525 H ) (No.2020B3007)

* E—1EE W WEsE AL BESE T 1) P 2GR T & o E-mail:
15625878368@163.com

#IBIE1EE FAT P20, A S0, BT 1) 2R &
13 : 0760-89980219, E-mail: 1432340131@qq.com

HEZED; 2023 45 34 45 23 1

YIFE AR RT3 SRy BT | B P | S

£ SRR A R AR R R R
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(epithelial-mesenchymal transition, EMT) , 5 Il 41 Jitg H
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A AR TE 1 A BT 2T 4E A A 0 B R 28 i o3 i 47 2
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H ECM MR R, TR iUt £F 446 MO FE A 30,
ZE R R A/ BRI AT 4R R RS PRI o
S WULBh 25 A (a-smooth muscle actin, a-SMA ) | £F- 4
4286 [ (fibronectin) . 1 B i (collagen- 1) B2 fk
TS %% 5431 Smad 2/3(phosphorylated Smad 2/3,
p-Smad 2/3) [ & ik K F- i ik 41 i 5 Ak A KB B
(transforming growth factor-B, TGF-B)/Smad 155 5 18 #% ,
0T B2 4 40 i 16 Ak S ECM A i Miao 6758 &
B, F X TGF-B. 7 T 1Y/ BUIR IR 2T 4 20 i NTH/
3T3 A7 K A5k 25 2 (bleomycin , BLM ) % 5 1 8
AU PP AR, 838 2ok ST o 4R Ak ) AR 38 58 1
1% % 1A v (peroxisome proliferator-activated receptor v,
PPARY) , il 4% Z Mk e it , T T4 2 e e A Qi 4 2-
HG- 21 3 s W S5 1R 3t 678 4 (2-HG-KDM4) il
MNTTHG 58 55 DEP 2544 38514 75 A 25 R 48 48 U BAE IR
A B 1, 1 T L Lk 8 2T 2 44 B ) AL 21 A% 240 i 2
b, RAEGUR L 4EA VRS o 750 BLM 55 1 Jifi s
It Y 5 G L 2 A S ABA9 (RSPl 4T AE AL B RL R R
A = Wl 2 Ak B T 2 1 Ak B 11O (phosphorylated
AMP-activated protein kinase , p-AMPK) [ 7K - , [ AIG
1% 1k, p65 (phosphorylated p65, p-p65) . F1 42 1B (inter-
lenkin 1B,1L-1B8) . TGF-B £l 22 . IL-6 (17K, B
AR 12 U6 Ak 2R B (AMP-activated protein kinase,
AMPK) , #1ll il #% X ¥~ kB (nuclear factor kappa-B, NF-
kB, DG I e 240 M 2 Ul D T A 240 A ) LR 2R
Ak 200 B 0 Ak SR B AR I A BIFSE e R, R
BB 8 BT 10 WLILB B 1 o B TR TLWH D5 G G 35
3B JE 2 D, \B-1E ¥4 [ (B-catenin ) Y F2 3K 7K, il i
L 1) W S5 R 3B BHLIT Wnt/B-catenin {5 7 %
T ] G2 A4 240 B 1) 185 58 0 Ak, 300 R 21 A Ak iy
BT, AT, —E MR REAR BER
T 4 VA2 B S R 8 38 5 AN ] 4 4553 B A0 o i 2F 4
YRSk, BRI AR U Ak VR
12 ik

PR S AE T 2T 2 Ak 3 A8 o 3 OV E T BB
BB S FIB AR SO o TR RN | 5245 240 B
FERIE R L LT AEAL IR 7, 40 TGF-B. FlIL-6 55 , i3 26 ]
T oA 55T 22 ST A M SR AR AE 5L, B i ZK L
R RS, MHAE 2 L PMLs 1553 Il 4 4E AL R B
R RS WLEE B 7R 2 4 AR A BT X i 2 A £ e
PR, S5 R B, BT IR 4% 4 JE A S B T BE A8 [ AIK P 20
JHL O L 0 L | PR 200 | TR P A 00 N e 2
P i, (R A 920 ik 83 IR BB Al - o (tumor necrosis factor
o, TNF-au) IL-1@ 45 58 M X 18 Bk, 410 il fili 2 21 4% i
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BLNE A il 45 s AR IR AR o W% SIS R B L A
B BEFEAR LS H TGF-B1 . TNF-a 17K, F i i
RAEA T TR v 7K, 6] )RR A B s p it it
FAL Y N % (malondialdehyde , MDA ) f 7K, T i
IR Ab 2 R B B IR A 8 L A1 5 9119 18 (phos-
phorylated extracellular regulated protein kinases 1/2, p-
ERK 1/2) {35 FH 2 387K -, e B BA ST e
HAE T, HLik v] e 3 2 8 45 28 (B0 B (protein kinase
B, AKT) J2 ERK M55SR DT A AR T, AT i
i3 , KA A AL VE T . AR R B, 54k
X BLM 755 Bl 21 4 AL/ BRI SR K TGF-B1 1753
(9N VR BT A 240 i HFL 1A A ME R (i35 (T 2T 24
FEAEFH , AERE X TNF-o, TGF-B. . IL-6 , collagen- I il p-
ERK 1/2 ({35 7K - , $E0 1258 2 i 945 ERK R 2R
i A AR 5 108 B R K AP 2T A A/ E ™ il ml
R B IR 2% 4 AL S B A BCH  SAE T AR S IR o
A3 1 AR S PR 740 TNF-au  TL-6 8 36 15 7K SOk % 4%
PURAEN, S M i 2F 4efb & R e
L3 #HEEMT

EMT J2& b K 4 i o] 5] 56 e 4 e A it i 7, ek
JE T £ 2 Ak i i o v B B A AR AL . SO SR AR A
S nSuniEats E e Iu e 3 SNTIES &= @ il 0!
Ak g 1) 72 5T AR, 2T 7 AR DR A ) ECM AR il 21
LG5, I AT LR 4EAL™ , Yang S5 il i (A AP %
Fr A549 4l HLAF 5 B R B X EMT (9 5200, 45 2R 1
7, RSBV H I T LA A549 A1 MIERS , BRI SE T T
0 bR ic P Y 25 1 (vimentin) \B-catenin &2 Smad {5 5
8 A F p-Smad 2/3 ., p-p65-NF-kB HY7KF-, It I
J 20 i s 25 9 E-55 %6 2R 1 (E-cadherin) (9 7KF-, 38 2 41
il EMT K Smad {5 538 2k & 40l 27 A AL i 1 H
Peng 5T W, 8 KA BE B A 90 IL-18 \IL-18 Y
21k N0 ] TGE- B, A BT E 1752 1 EMT , i RE 8 1o
) NF-«B/AZ 17 IR &S 5 5 RAL G B2 R 8 1 3
(nucleotide binding oligomerization domain-like receptor
protein 3, NLRP3){5 7 415 EMT, fif fibronectin , vi-
mentin , N- 55 %f &% H (N-cadherin) ., % it 4> J& £ H fiff 2
(matrix metalloproteinase 2, MMP-2) . MMP-9 f{) % ik 7K
SRR, E-cadherin 19 25K+ R, IESE T 841 0] 38
1 4] NF-kB/NLRP3 B {55 5 fH 1 EMT 3 72, A 4%
UM LT AEALRPE T . ARBI S R I = ] Ths B
% 1% 44 # 1 F E-cadherin i mRNA FIEE (R 35KF, [
{I% vimentin F a-SMA F mRNA FlIHE (4 2615 7KF , 01 #%
F kB 1 il Al ¥ o (recombinant inhibitory subunit of
NF Kappa B Alpha, IkBa) [ 3835 7K -, [R] A i e T 74 i
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I 55 MR N NF-kB £ [ 35 KF-, i) NF-kB p65 Y
W78  AER S S 6 A T AR IR A 45 2, Hh it
M A 28 T RE 0 1A b R A0 A A Y
EMT R A AEHUMETAEACIPE] . AOFRERI], e H AR
A LAREAI 45 EMT 2o 72 %) 1 22 5 s R i 4 R L
HiEE 1 A48 2 11 & p-ERK/ERK A 7K, pi b i) S5 H
L Z A AR A A Y 22 R AL B O/ ERK (R 5
e A549 20 ) EMT HERE , JE 17 53 il 27 4 46"
FA BGRB8 5 5 RE 0% G ok 10 AKT/AR 5
Tif P4 i 3B/B-catenin {5 %3 % A /N RNA-375/Yes AH X
HH LE 538 B EMT, #F M0 i it eF 446,
R, B R S AR R R B R
BT 45 BT 2 B 0 P o 22 | 22 B S EMT, O
BERFAIX vimentin Y 2 35 /K-, T+ E-cadherin ) £ 3k 7K
-, el Er4EAL
1.4 HPHIEAL R

AR DA S AL 5 BT A ) 22 8] 2 A T i
JRC LIRS o BRI A fii 2 5% T Fb Ol 2H ORI B 7Y
SR ITR T LS AN SRS S BRSNS R AT
P MR %5 S5 233 I8 7=, DT 2 vE A 2E
Fh JE 4076 P 48 (reactive oxygen species, ROS) , 2435 & (1)
ROS FA1E T ZHE S AR, m] LA A S8 A0 0 IR , DA T 3
AN [ R E Bl 51 2 il A I R B, A A
B S AR BLM 755 64/ BRUBTZT AE A ASE R AT 1 25 ) £
P, 8 B 4 e i 4R Ak ) B AL T (superoxide dis-
mutase, SOD) 1% 1 , F& Ik MDA \ROS /K-, H. 1 7 H
B I 4 TG Y PPARYy 1) &5 2, MM 1 Yok 2% 44
IS OGS s 38 1) 453 403 o K A T AE AL O VR T o b R
) B — MR T A 2R FIREE i v Ao i Ak 22 1y 2
B, BIF5Y 2 L AERE I MDA /KO-, 42 5 45 e H K (glu-
tathione, GSH) ik %Ak &0l /K 1, 2 1 40 11 4 A Iz 8k
P, KIS AL E ™ . Ren 4853 1] BLM Fil
TGF-B 53 @ il 2F AE AR N IMEAY & AR A R g
RaRARR 2 I 8 A4 vl g O e ]y 70 it 2 ok A AL BB AR R 1 2.
JE B It Jie Ji et W A% 1 TR W 2 480 AL 1§ 4 (recombinant
nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide phosphate oxidase 4,
NOX4) i) ik K F-, i/ ROS 1y 7= 4=, [l iif BE T+ &5 p-
AMPK 45 1 R 5 KK, R BIR A 2 7T /8 d i 0
AMPK {75 5380 8% 400 1] ity ol 2 40 240 B 1 355 £ R S Ak
e, TP i 21 20 ECM TR . AT 4k 25245 & Bk
K TEREAS I AT F A EIE AR AR 9B AL
AR 2/Smad {5 538 K [ Il MDA 7KF-, 42 #5 SOD 4%
o R ik AL M K7 B B B A RE T, AT ) e AL
7 i, FEMIEER 451405 . Zhou S5k PR K+ T @ 1< 41
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il TGF-B/Smad3/AMPK {5 =i #% Fl IkBa/NF-«kB {55
T, (T SR R AR AL S IR AL R 2 AHOC I
2 (nuclear factor-erythroid 2-related factor 2, Nrf2) . Ifil ZI.
F N B 1 (heme oxygenase 1, HO-1) &3k , LA il fiti
Al R b R SN U F IR R R A B
b BR R BRAY B KRR R R AR B RIS 1S3 e
i 2238 AN AN, IFFEIRROS \MDA 1Y & 1, T
155 SOD (7K, HETTT i T 27 44 .
L5 S50 E g

A g — P L R ST A B FR O HLTR, Rt
AR B B ZRBEZ R A S X — R B T4k
Rt A B AP AT e A N RS . F R A TR 45
TR ET HE A 1) K A e vt 3 B AE ™, AT F
LRI M R e T BT 4L FRONOX4 . p62 FR 4 %
KT, BEAR IL-1B . TNF-a ,IL-6 \IL-8 [ 75 2k, piy o Afi )
Mk Bz ZAE D4R SAE SO Y [R] BHEL BE A 1] NOX4-p62 755
T WO E i NI U AT e A E T 51
HRIE AR ST REAE F ABA9 4N i P i FHOG B 11 1 e
3B (microtubule-associated-protein light-chain-3B, LC3B)
I ey AR5, Db p62 25 IR R, R v E AR
FIEIN ATG3 . ATG5  ATG 7 ATG12 W) 3235 K- 5 38 it %
Yt Ad-mCherry-GFP-LC3B XU H¢ G hn e i 27 18 B A
Wit B, LS T84 1 T TS, AS49 AT £L (L RN B 1,
BERVBCE I 2, HWRBE 0BT RIS T RE S S
TGF-B. 755 1) A549 20 i (19 19 Wit U 7K ~F- , DA T 490 ot fils £
YR, Jili vd B 41 A (alveolar macrophages, AMs) J&
il 2 2R r S (Y SR S e A, TR il 27 A A8 2 AR
b A R VE T, SR T B2 Y AMs [ W2 e
IEFAEA AR AR . EDVERESE R BT S8 3R BR RS I8 /D AMs
H AR, A AMs /1 Toll 324K 4 (Toll-like receptors
4, TLRA) Y FGE/KOF, IR i ZREARLC3 /LC3 T, Tk
p62 & I FRIBACE, Hh ILHEM e R e ML AT Be 5
fil ] TLRA-TNF 3Z & ¢ B [N 1 6 (recombinant TNF
receptor-associated factor 6, TRAF6) 3 , ¥ 1 3% AMs
FIWERE BEA G, G Rl i 3R S e gl i e
1% p62 f A K- A2 HE LC3B T 17 LC3B 1T 19551k ok ik
T 19 W, S A B 2T AR 5 TS R Re gl i T i) p62
YRR KT D B WA B R S ] B e, i A
IS
1.6 AT

YR TR SRS R RN YRR 0 F A I
WFFE I AL AT AR B b i b im0 T,
T BSCET 4 4 P/ ST 2 240 A A kv
Tl P e 2 24 ) O T AR B T A A ) O T A B
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TBHIGIHEF4edb . Li %90 A 30, S8 ol S B ]
1 i 2T 24 Al K BRI ZH 21 7P p-Smad 2/3 Y45 11 3235 K F-
FA , Smad7 148 R IAKF T, I TR D, [ s
WA T, 80 ECM I UTRR 5 ek, I A [a] ik i
1) ST R A D 24 ) I3 5 S NV £ 4 4
HFL-1 75 ] WS AH W A 2554, H s Ze it 58 45 08 A 30
STV T T 7 240 4 v A 22 RS ZE L DK
/U KELTET PN 5 IO 1) 50 i, O D St o T T g
3 A AR TED A BT ) ) R S A LU T 5 S
TGF-B/Samd 15 5 38 % M\ T & #5 Bt Jili £F 4k 4k 09 1 HH o
Hohmann 2™ #5717 fili BT 4 20 1t () 5 AT, % Pl
2 2 AL R %) il BT A 200 0 L T ) T T 4 A e B
Koy IRV 2 IR B 3R RE A% 0 i 0 A OC IR I AR
AR FIAZRIS, IFH AKT B930S , e i il 2F 2
ML T, KR 4EAL I E ] . Zhao 465 & I v
A Al PR B0 T 2K B I 41 R 2 (B-cell lym-
phoma-2, Bel-2) fZRIAZK -, T IAE T8 H Bel-2 A ¢
X % (Bcl-2 associated X, Bax ) M 771 F o i E 2 AY
R BT ) T B K A 8 3 (caspase-3) B e ik K, il i
5 /6 R B MO T R AKT 2R 42300 % BLM
SRV el R 2 A R R T W8 W EF - R
T B % [ I Bax \p62 MDA KAk e P4 K 14 7K °F- , 2
/5 SOD  Nrf2 ,HO-1 . Bel-2 , X % 9 8 1= 41 il £ 1 Yy 7K
S P AR 3, S Nref2/HO-1 {5 53 5, BTG AT 24
ZUrP A A A T K F DT 2 B £ A AR 1 T
Yuan P H T R ARSI RE L AR
HBEBAY , & 30— S0 Kz 25 RB A8 T s 43 e Tkt 1k
Bk 4 . GSH Bk 1 H 4 1 (#97KF , F#{IK Fe .ROS \MDA |
LC3 17K, f8 HIRe S R R FE 12155 S I s i e 25 2R
0 LA FH L) AT i 2 30 o 477 1 42 8 1 A W ok 100+ 4
MR, PR R FEPU AT e AL E R .l e T ST
R T A 2R B RS S I A A A L R T T
BT B S S R pe e R A T, i
(TR R A
L7 HIFIAAEET

AR T — P RRIR YRR A AT =,
B NLRP3 55 48 /MA 9 37 A S =R #2400z HF- cas-
pasel FIIE A5 o NLRP3 SAE/IMABE 0 J5 7= A TL-
1B FNIL-18, 5 AT, JF S Sl 4 AL it Kt R
PR, R T IS kB, Al 2 2R RE R AT 4 4
JAE N IL-18 Y 7K -, [a] IR AR NLRP3 #H5C 1 Asc
TG4 FE R # 32 48 [ 1 (recombinant Asc type amino acid
transporter 1, ASC1) Fll caspase-1 i) mRNA } £ H 357K
-, R B 2 g A T ] NLRP3 RAE/MATE 1L , i
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T8 4 E S g, PP A AR T, DTG A& FE B 41 4 Ak AR
o JA BT KB, B %5 1 R % % fIK p-p65-NF-«B.,
NLRP3 ., caspase-1.,ASC ., Gasdermin D 7 [1 (GSDMD)N
Uiy i B (IL-1B IL-18 [ 7K F-, FH iy IkBa B 7KF-, #1046l
NF-«B/NLRP3 ({5 57 5, KU ai ML T /E A, i
(TR iR i A S U 1 ey R R s N 4 1402
[k p62 . ASC . caspase-1 .GSDMD NLRP3 [ 2K 171k
JKAF R IL-18  IL-18 By & i, FHE R AR 1A A WRAR G
5 MR I ZRIA/KE, B A 7 B =2 S R e 8 38
s A W A AT R BCGE IS A 4E{k . B tkRT
T M R 2RSS A R 2 R T A TR 2 ) RE S
1 FEAIK IL-1B . IL-18 \NLRP3 . caspase-1 1) & 1 , DI 1
A AR Ty A A, T AT 4R AL
2 45iE
T R R M R R T SRR | A
B A T 2 o B R LW £F 4 AR TR AR
BLM ., A AL A 155 5 1 3l W fili 2F 4 AL A AL 5 TGF-B) .
BLM i 5 (RSN Il 2T AE AL B 35 R 48 T AT
UM ET AEAR A o 33 S 88 R 288 1l 53 ] ) Z2 AL
FEPUIM LT AeARAE L, a0 8 288 S 3 Al 38 o 41 i) EMT 1
YRR TR AR BT EF AEAAEHT s 4 R BE T LY B
W, SCRT LA A L8 1, T R AR B 2 AR E A 5 =
B ER | B PR A5 D0 AT 3 ok 4 ) EMIT, T A
ECM 1410 Rk el 52 fili 21 4k Ak, ;5 10 8% 55 1 68 18 1 77 ]
EMT AT AR IR T A 3id B W LA ML R & 15
PO EFAEAAE F 5 BT IR 28 42 S A S B P RIS Bl AR A
AR R TR A AT 4k A 53 Ak S A ] Ak
I SN T A AU AL FE ] o
Z R E S B A Y 2R B 2 PP AT AR AL T

ST R A2 W) I AE B2 IR (R, B RZE A
W BEARKE i, KERE TR L&Y, X n]
AE B KPR, DT ARG 0 R 6 1l 9 8 A 85
WRRE 5 FLVZIS 53380 5 0 1A A o A Rl 3 Pl
LY AE I L T R A, R AR 2k 25 Tk
R SENRIX SR, Ak i S0 Ty [ AT LA 5 v 28
53 (A i SE AT O, R3¢ 2 75 T Ll b o fi 3 7 5 e
e la) 42 K 250, TR I AT LR 5 25 W) 3R AR 255, DA
T4 e A R T EE o
52 3Lk
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