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[ Abstract)

Objective To study the microanatomy of the base of 4th ventricle for choosing operative approaches base to reach brainstem.

Methods Microanatomy of the base of 4th veaticle was studied in 10 brain opecimens of chinese adult. Slices were made in 7 of them and stained

for observing and measuring some important dorsal nuclei and nerve fibers. Results 1.The base of 4th ventricle was a rhomboid structure with a

length (32.08 £ 3.02)mm and width (18.64 + 1.94)mm. 2. Some data of the important dorsal nuclei and nerve fibers of the brain stem were ob-

tained. Conclusion It is suggested that the available route for incision of the base of 4th ventricle might be : midline incision, transverse incision of

the widest zone of middle part and supra longitudinal incision of facial colliculus.
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