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Comparative study of complications after mechanical suture and hand suture in surgical treat-
ment of esophageal and gastric cardiac carcinoma

WENG Wei-jian, SI Jian-rong, LEI Dao-xin, HAN Biao (Department of Surgery, Nanhai Chinese Traditional Medicine Hospital,
Foshan 528200, China)

Abstract; Objective To evaluate the clinical application value of mechanical suture in surgical treatment of esophageal and gastric
cardiac cancer. Methods From June 1995 to June 2005, 162 cases undergoing surgical treatment of esophageal and gastric cardiac cancer
were analyzed retrospectively, 116 cases with the stapler and 46 cases with the hand suture. The incidence of postoperative complications in
the two groups was investigated. Results The average operative duration and the average postoperative hospilal stay by stapler was shorter
than that by hand suture. The anastomotic leakage rate, anastomotic constriction rate and mortality were 0.86% , 1.72% and 0.86% in the
patients applying stapler, 4.34% , 6.52% and 4.34% in the patients of hand suture, All patients were followed up not 1ess than 6 months.
Conclusion The clinical outcome by stapler is better than that with hand suture. Stapler is effective in reducing the incidence of postopera-
tive complications.
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