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Architecture and distribution of elastic fibers in rat middle cerebral artery

WEN Can, ZHU Xing-hong (Department of Surgical Applied Anatomy and Operative Surgery, College of Medicine, Third Military Medical Uni-
versity, Chongqing 400038, China)

Abstract: Objective To explore the morphological architecture and distribution of elastic fibers in rat middle cerebral artery. Methods  The
elastic fibers of middle cerebral artery from 12 Wistar rats were stained by Weigert’ s method. The morphological architecture and distribution were
observed under light microscope and the ulirastructure by transmission electron microscope. Results  In the middle cerebral artery of rats, the elas-
tic fibers formed thick concentric and wavy interal elastic lamella that stained well. There were some elastic fibers scattered in the tunica media and
adventitia, but no complete extemal elastic lamina. Conclusion The complete internal elastic lamina of elastic fibers in rat middle cerebral artery
may have preventive effect on rat brain tissue.
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