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Pericardiectomy for acute suppurative pericarditis of early stage: a report of 21 cases
MA Xiao-ping, CHENG Bin, WEN Zi-li, LIAO Guo-qing, WANG Wei, YAO Bo (Department of Cardiothoracic Surgery, Chengdu
No.6 People’s Hospital, Chengdu 610051, China)

Abstract: Objective
acute suppurative pericarditis at early stage treated with pericardiectomy were retrospectively analyzed. Results  Left anterolateral incision was made

To summarize the therapeutic experience of acute suppurative pericarditis. Methods The clinical data of 21 cases of

in all the patients under general anesthesia. The resection range was that the two sides were the anterior borders of phrenic nerve, the upper border
was the root of aorta and pulmonary artery, and the inferior border was diaphragmatic surface. All patients survived the operation. The operation time
was 135 min to 240 min with the mean time of 155 min. After the operation, two patients developed pulmonary edema, one atelectasis and one infec-
tion of incisional wound. It took 5 to 9 d for body temperature to return normal with an average of 7 d. The hospital stay was from 11 t0 25 d (mean
15 d). There was no patient suffered from constrictive pericarditis in 18 cases followed up for 1 to 10 years. Conelusion Pericardiectomy for acute
suppurative pericarditis at early stage has many advantages, such as simple operation, safe and less complications.
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