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Sectional anatomy of the celiac lymph node and its application in medical imaging
CAI Chang-ping, XIE Xing-guo, LI Cheng-jun, ZHANG Xiao-ming, ZHAO Qiong-hui, ZENG Nan-lin, HUANG Xiao-
hua (Department of Anatomy, North Sichuan Medical College, Nanchong Sichuan 637007, China)

Abstract: Objective To provide the data of imaging section anatomy for diagnozing the celiac lymph node. Methods The abdominal
transverse section, CT and MRI image of six specimens were observed respectively to locate and identify the celiac lymph nodes and measure
their long and wide diameters . Results Totally eight celiac lymph nodes were observed , 1 ~2 in each specimen. It is soft and loose in tis-
sue , oval and long oval in shape with a long diameter of (5.27 £2.18) mm and a wide diameter of (2.35 £1.12) mm. The transverse sec-
tion of their ducts can be seen on the abdominal transverse cut section. The celiac lymph nodes can be clearly differentiated on MRI image,
however, no distinct boundary can be found between them and the surrounding structures on CT image. Conclusions The celiac lymph node
and celiac ganglia can be distinguished by observing whether the tissue is compact and whether the transverse section of the ducts can be seen
on the cut sections. Moreover, they can be differentiated by observing the different locations on CT and MR images.

Keywords: celiac lymph node; sectional anatomy; imaging anatomy
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