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Indirect meta-analysis of pirfenidone and nintedanib in the treatment of idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis
WANG Jia', LI Shuyue’, QU Suxin', WANG Hao®’, GE Weihong’ (1. Dept. of Pharmacy, Qingdao Women and
Children’ s Hospital of Qingdao University, Shandong Qingdao 266011, China;2. Dept. of Pharmacy, Shanxi
Provincial Cancer Hospital, Taiyuan 030000, China;3. Dept. of Pharmacy, the Affiliated Drum Tower Hospital
of Nanjing University Medical School, Nanjing 210008, China)

ABSTRACT OBJECTIVE To systematically evaluate the clinical efficacy and safety of pirfenidone and nintedanib in the
treatment of idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis. METHODS Randomised controlled trials on pirfenidone and nintedanib in the treatment
of idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis which were publicly published in Chinese and English were searched from CNKI, Wanfang, VIP,
PubMed, Cochrane library and other databases. The search time was set from January 2000 to December 2021. The existing studies
were combined with indirect meta-analysis to systematically evaluate the efficacy and safety of the two drugs in the treatment of
idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis. RESULTS A total of 15 randomized controlled trials were included, involving 1 026 cases in trial
group of pirfenidone and 845 cases in control group of pirfenidone, 1 846 cases in trial group of nintedanib and 1 848 cases in
control group of nintedanib. Both control groups were placebo. The results of indirect meta-analysis showed that the two drugs were
similar in the evaluation indicators of therapeutic efficacy as acute exacerbation rate, the incidence of forced vital capacity (FVC)%
decrease =10% from baseline or the incidence of absolute value decrease =0.2 L (P values of indirect analysis results were all >
0.01, and the difference was not statistically significant) ; but in terms of disease progression rate, nintedanib 150 mg (bid) was
superior to pirfenidone 800 mg (tid) (RR=1.66, 95%CI=1.06-2.63) ; in terms of safety, the incidence of diarrhea induced by
nintedanib 150 mg (bid) was higher than pirfenidone 800 mg (tid) (RR=0.42, 95%CI=0.33-0.53). CONCLUSIONS Compared
with pirfenidone, nintedanib has slightly superior efficacy in terms of disease progression control, but the incidence of adverse
reactions is also increased.
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(nintedanib [Title/Abstract] OR Ofev [Title/Abstract])
AND (idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis [Title/Abstract] OR
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A HH 015 MR 200mg DO © # 619160 8 = Mg WE G & x
TR 4 626169 I

Amima 20051 AR 80mg 0O 0600 N 640171 3 B Mg WE ik f x
TR 35 6M3176 3

Huang 20159 IR S0mg 0O B0 3B 590459 4 = e WH T & x
TR 8 616164 I

Noble 2011(004) WERH240mg @ 60 174 657482 7 £ wE o WE Pt & x
AR EER 1200 mg 87 680176 n
LR %4 663175 7

Noble 2011(006) ERE2400mg @ 0800} 7 66879 7 ’ 5 WH P # x
FRH 11 670478 n

King 2014 MERE40mg D0 @60 M 84167 5 ’ ik WH Ji: & x
LR M 618473 5

Taniguchi 20100 WA 80mg 0O 054 108 654162 52 2 24 WE 2 % %
A2 1200 mg 55 639175 52
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Xu 20192 BEEA00mg OO 04 6l 646181 ) 2 we o WE Fri & x
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X

2.3.2 FVC%ILELL FIE=10% s 26 %HE FE=02 L
KR HEEMeta /W4 R Wos, 5B, 457
MR JE R 5 JE 38 e A iR YT IR, 7E FVC% LL 3L 28 T B =
10% s 4 XH{E T R =0.2 L & AR 07 1w R (kA J2 i
RR=0.63, 95%CI }y 0.47~0.85, I"=53%, P=0.002; J&
ik JE& i RR=0.74, 95%CI /3 0.63~0.86, I’=12%, P<
0.01) . K it 3E JE il 800 mg (tid) 5 J& 35 JE fii 150 mg
(bid) HEAT I EEXT LL , 25 2R R P25 1E FVC% L3R T
[ =10% sl 4 WHIE R =0.2 L &A= %07 1 s, 250
GuiteFE L (P=0.51), B ULIE 3[ [ H, Pirfenidone' %7~
nH A JE il 400 mg (tid) ; Pirfenidone® 2 7% M AF JE il 600
mg(tid) ; Pirfenidone” 7R Mt {E JE i 800 mg(tid) ; Pirfeni-
done' F& 7R M AR JE i 77 2 545 Y A BE ; Nintenib 2278 JE ik
JeAii 150 mg(bid) , F &[],

RR 95%CI P value

Pirfenidone” VS Placebo 047~085  <0.01

Nintenib®VS Placebo ——i A 074  063~08 <001

R © Ry ©°
B3 FVChLLEZ THK=10%HLEXE TE=02 L
EREEMLER

2.3.3 RIMFRANRFMLEAER HiEMeta 50474
W IR, 52 RFIM, WP e ke G rihn T4 1k
IR IIAS R F & AR (AR JE Bid RR=1.25,95%C1 Ky
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0.88~1.79,1°=0, P=0.22; JE ik J& fii RR=1.60, 95%CI
H 1.30~1.96, I"=26%, P<<0.01) . ¥ mit. 9E J& il 400
600 mg (¥4 tid) 43315 Je ik Je A 150 mg(bid) BIRYT 7
LUATIRAEXT e, 25 AR R AR R B4 a7 TR 5 e
IBJEATEL MRS N R A A 37 T LR, 22 5738
TG E L (P>0.05), KNtk JE i 400,600 mg (3
A d)¥RIT H E AR S IT R 5 )2k Je A 150 mg (bid)
HEATIRIREXT HE , 45 SR P2 7E L IR SR AN B ik AR R
DR, 22 R G L (P=0.59) , HE LA 4,

RR 95%CI P value
Pirfenidone® VS Placebo 1.16 0.66--2.01 0.61
Pirfenidone” VS Placebo »- 132 0.83~2.11 024
Nintedanib®Vs Placebo 4 —e— 160 1.30~1.96 <0.01
Pirfenidone’ VS Placebo 125 0.88-1.79 022
Pirfenidone’ VS Nintedanib® 073 0.40~1.31 091
Pirfenidone” VS Nintedanib® 0.83 0.50~1.37 0.95
Pirfonidone’ VS Nintedanib® 078 052~1.18 0.59
T T ]
N N v S
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2.3.4 JEIEIEER  EEEMeta /M Hras R Bon , 52
AR L, T JE R JE 35 JE AT 35T L I 225 A AT 17 2 i 6
(Mt 3E JE il RR=0.65, 95%CI } 0.50~0.86, I°=0, P<
0.01; J& ik JE i RR=0.47, 95%CI }y 0.34~0.65, [’=0,
P<0.01), %514t AEJE B 400,600,800 mg (344 tid)
5JeikJe i 150 mg(bid) BYRYT 7 R IEAT I HEXT b, 45
RN AR IS R T R TG 2EE (P>
0.05) , {E 2t AR JE B 800 mg (tid) (TG IT 5 S 78 9 1 1E
JE 7 TH AU 2 JE TR Je A TRYT T 281 1.66 15, 2R A4S
THERL(P<0.01) . Kkl JE B 43697 7 SR EHE &
I 5 e ik Je A 150 mg (bid) HEAT I 3E4) He , 45 R Wi 24
eI HE SR Ty T LU, 25 SR RS 2E 3 L (P=0.43) ,
TEILIE 5,

RR 95%Cl P value
Pirfenidone’ VS Placebo —— - 045 0.24~0.86 0.01
Pirfenidone” VS Placebo —— 051 0.23~1.12 0.09
Pirfenidone® VS Placebo H 078 0.561.08 0.14
Nintedanib® VS Placebo o+ - 047 0.34-0.65 <0.01
Pirfenidone” VS Placebo - 065 0.50~0.86 <0.01

Pirfenidone® VS Nintedanib® — 096 0.47~1.96 083

Pirfenidone” VS Nintedanib® —_—y 1.09 0.46~2.55 069

Pirfenidone® VS Nintedanib® 1.66 1.06-2.63 001

Pirfenidone’ VS Nintedanib® A 1.38 091211 043

N v S
E5 RiEHERREELER

2.3.5 IPFEEMESR  HE Meta 0 Hr45 R BoR, Bk
M5, 5% EFIA L, AR e B s 8 Je A iR Y7 T
F A IPF 20 i & (k3R JE B RR=0.47, 95%C1 4
0.23~0.99, I'=20%, P=0.05; J& ik J& i RR=0.65,
95%CI 2} 0.30~1.43, I’=42%, P=0.29) , ¥ nk3E J2 Fill
600.800 mg(#474 tid) 5 e ik JE A 150 mg(bid) #E47 A%
XFH, 25 SRR 7R IPF 2P g Ry 1 bR, 25 S 64t
2 (P>0.05) . KR e B4 I6 Y7 T R R AT
Je 5 ek e A 150 mg(bid) BEAT a1 FE X6} L , 45 35 9 25 78
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IPF 2P &E R m g, 27 Lo i %8 X (P=
1.00), UL 6,

RR 95%Cl P value
Pirfenidone” VS Placebo L, 0.38 0.16~0.89 0.03
Pirfenidone® VS Placebo —f—— 098  0.20~4.85 0.98
Nintedanib®vs Placebo HH 0.65 0.30~1.43 029
Pirfenidone® VS Placebo L 0.47 0.23~0.99 0.05
Pirfenidone” VS Nintedanib® —e—i 0.81 0.25~2.62 0.79
VS * = 2.09 0.35~12.44 0.64
Pirfenidone®VS Nintedanib® e 1.00 0.34~2.96 1.00

N o N ©

B 6 IPFRMEMEREEITLE R

2.3.6  HAMREZS e AR H 4 Meta /3BT 45 R
N GEBA G, MR R ER YT O K (RR=
2.26,95%CI Jy 1.91~2.67, I’=0, P<<0.01) . £ &k A ¥
(RR=3.07,95%CI } 2.14~4.40,1’=0,P<<0.01) & 15
(RR=1.33,95%CI } 1.09~1.64,1°=0,P=0.01) K4 %
WERN G JE Ik e AR YT R L %O Kk (RR=3.40,
95%CI Ky 2.82~4.10,1'=0, P<0.01) . A (RR=
3.06,95%CI } 2.13~4.41,1°=0,P<0.01) T I BE %
(RR=3.86,95%CI H} 2.76~5.41,1°=0,P<<0.01) .} 15
(RR=3.14,95%CI N 2.75~3.58,1"=0, P<<0.01) fFAi
AN B (RR=1.09, 95%CI N 1.06~1.12, I"=449%,
P<0.01) KA B ERM . W50 1M R R FEE
AR EER N

PR JE IR &6 97 7 58 5 Je ik Je ARy T J7 %03 5]
PEATIRIEXT L, 45 5427, kIR JE il 800 mg (tid) iE 15 &

RR 95%Cl P value
Pirfenidone” VS Placebo ¥ 2.10 0.78~5.64 0.14
Pirfenidone® VS Placebo L —— 227 1.92~2.68 <0.01
Nintedanib® VS Placebo —— 3.40 2.82~4.10 <0.01
Pirfenidone’ VS Placebo < . 2.26 1.91~267 <0.01
°vs e 0.62 0.23~1.69 1.00
Pirfenidone°VS Nintedanib® HHH 0.67 0.52~0.86 0.25
Pirfenidone’ VS Nintedanib® i 0.67 0.52~0.85 0.27
T T T J
N v ™ ©
AT DRI S A R HERS Lk
RR 95%CI P value
Pirfenidone” VS Placebo E 517 2.23~12.00 0.01
Pirfenidone° VS Placebo 4 —a— 261 1.76~3.89 <0.01
Nintedanib® VS Placebo 4 —e— 3.06 2.13~4.41 <0.01
Pirfenidone’ VS Placebo 4 —a— 307 2.14~4.40 <0.01
Vs * 1.69 0.68~4.23 0.99
Pirfenidone® VS Nintedanib® Rl 0.85 0.50~-1.48 075
Pirfenidone” VS Nintedanib® e 1.00 0.60~1.67 1.00
5 T T T
o “ o
CE RN A A AR AT L4
| RR 95%Cl P value
Pirfenidone” VS Placebo 0.44 0.07~2.93 0.40
Nintedanib® VS Placebo o 085 060121 0.37
*vs * 0.52 0.08~3.46 0.60
r T T T
v ° v 1

SR IRE N O SR P U NR AR S

AR AL T2 iR Je A 150 mg(bid) o CKentk Al Je B4 67
LIBIE G IG5 e iR Je A b A7 a0 b, 25 SR Ry
mE AR JE R T & A AL T ek e AR (P=0.01) , FEULIE 7
[ T PSR AN ], A SR X DLCO (% ) 2%
FAEIET53HT]
24 REMMERBEIHT

35 U - R Egger” s #6596 A1 Begger 18006 11 T &
ARSI, S5 R T kAR R B AR AN R =S &
AN AR XSS R AL S 4 R R o o AR
I Bgger’ s K 6 (19 45 5 (P=0.004<0.1) , A58 R Hi 15
BY IR AR 7 B R AR 45 SR R BT S P E 4 B D 0.296 I
0.198, 22 TG T3 X IE S Rk , A pkig
b CELAAR R ) .
3 itig

W 2 A 6 TN AR JE FRYG Y IPF i RCT 19 1
JeIRJRAIRYTT IPF Y RCT, i 40 A BIRIFSE T e, L
FHZZE L R EE A RS A AN [F Y
YT, PIASAE SR AR JE R 400,600,800 mg A&
I JE BMEAE JE B 53 5T T 5ot 2R R T AR
FRI e A MR JE B A 50 A2 PR 22 5

MR JE HR A e I8 Je A N PLEr AL i A OB T 24
Yy, 5 JUAF R K B T IPF B9IRY7H . AP 25 9 X e
SEAE 5 2 R A RS rh R B I S LA A
FEA A A Hh ke = JE B XG H2e B ) B e Tk e A
XF H R B BAE Je , UE SIS T PR 25 AR T e TR

RR 95%C1 P value
Pirfenidone” VS Placebo — 7.00 0.37--131.06 0.19
Pirfenidone“VS Placebo - 1.31 1.07-~-1.61 0.01
Nintenib® VS Placebo » 314 275358 <0.01
Pirfenidone’ VS Placebo - 1.33 1.09-1.64 0.01
Pirfenidone” VS Nintenib® ——— 223 0.12~42.08 1.00
Pirfenidone°VS Nintenib® - 0.42 0.33~0.53 0.01
Pirfenidone’ VS Nintedanib® 4 0.42 0.33~0.54 0.02
r T T T
& & ° Y &
VE o e 22 e 1 2k
BTSSR AR 45
RR 95%Cl P value
Pirfenidone® VS Placebo 2.10 0.23~19.39 0.51
Nintedanib® VS Placebo 4 e~ 3.86 276541 <0.01
Pirfenidone” VS Placebo - 307  0.55--17.27 0.20
Pirfenidone® VS Nintenib® —t—t 0.57 0.06~5.37 098
Pirfenidone” VS Nintedanib® —— 0.80 0.14--4.60 0.98
r T T T T J
I T Y
Bl B Al s 322 1145 i
D. ATIRE S A 3R IR LL 2
RR 95%C1 P value
Pirfenidone” VS Placebo H 1.01 0.96—1.06 0.66
Pirfenidone” VS Placebo L 1.05 0.91—1.21 0.50
Pirfenidone VS Placebo s 1.01 0.99-1.03 043
Nintedanib®VS Placebo 4w 1.09 1.06~1.12 <0.01
Pirfenidone’ VS Placebo - 101 0.99~1.03 0.21
Pirfenidone” VS Nintedanib® o 0.93 0.88--0.98 0.94
Pirfenidone” VS Nintedanib® —.— 0.96 0.83—1.11 0.98
Pirfenidone® VS Nintedanib® L 093 0.90~0.96 0.95
Pirfenidone’ VS Nintedanib® wH 0.93 0.90--0.96 0.92
r T T 1
K3 ) R RN "®

F AR R A R e 4
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