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[FE] HMW HiT45M & H (calreticulin, CALR ) JE & 8 X T 2 R 40 il ( hepatic stellate cell,
HSC) P T S 9 5 9 )7 38 ( endoplasmic reticulum stress, ERS) il f& 52, J51k IR CALR /Y
/NTHE RNA (siRNA) 3494 28 HSC Hr,24 h J5 N ALRLF4EAL IR TGF-B, AkZE/EM 24 h, {5 i  fss T W
SN A, TUNEL S AG 0 40 P8 7=, 0% S 3R A s A 40 9 Ca™ 7K SF-, Western blot 3230 7 241 fifd
N CALR GRP78 Caspase-12, Caspase-3 3 R IR o &R ME T IRAMEPE siRNA 2, CALR-
SIRNA ZH 2 773 5 E T+ 55 (P<0. 05) , Ca™ ¥ J&F . GRP78 | Caspase-12 , Caspase-3 & [ 7% 1% /K F- i
CALR 35 FIZRIAREAR M T R (P<0.05) o 7EAE G5 a4 T im A TGF-B,, %8¢ CALR-siRNA 411 5 , 4 /2
PR G, PR T AN EOR D, Ca™ W BEFRAR , LR A FA Bl T Wl s, 45 T3k CALR
SRk nT AR R HSC JATS, JLHLHI ol fE 5 HE AN P Ca™ RS 2R, 305 ERS 3l B4 56,
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Down-regulation of calreticulin promotes apoptosis in hepatic stellate cells
DAI Linyu', YAN Yu *>, WANG Luguang', XIAO Yonghong ' 'School of Public Health, North China University of

Science and Technology, Tangshan, Hebei Province, 063210; *Second Hospital of Tianjin Medical University, Tianjin,
300202, China

[ Abstract | Objective To investigate the effect of calreticulin ( CALR) down-regulation on apoptosis
and endoplasmic reticulum stress ( ERS) pathway in hepatic stellate cells ( HSCs). Methods  Small
interfering RNA (siRNA) of CALR was transfected into HSC via liposome, and pro-fibrosis factor, namely
transforming growth factor-B, ( TGF-B,) was subsequently added in 24 h later. Another 24 h later, the
morphology of HSCs was observed under an inverted microscope, cell apoptosis was detected by TUNEL assay,
intracellular Ca® level was tested with a laser confocal microscope, and the expression levels of CALR,
GRP78, Caspase-12 and Caspase-3 were determined using Western blotting. Results As compared with the
control and negative-siRNA group, the apoptotic rate was significantly higher (P < 0. 05), and the
concentration of Ca™ and protein levels of GRP78, Caspase-12 and Caspase-3 were all increased ( P<0.05)
in the CALR-siRNA group. However, TGF-B, treatment for 24 h decreased the number of apoptotic cells,
concentration of Ca® and expression levels of above proteins when compared with the CALR-siRNA group.
Conclusion Down-regulation of CALR promotes apoptosis of HSCs, which may be related to the imbalance
of intracellular Ca®* homeostasis and activation of the ERS pathway.

[ Key words | hepatic stellate cells; calreticulin; apoptosis; endoplasmic reticulum stress
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FFET 4 4k ( hepatic fibrosis, HF) J& T 20 21 K 39] 52
A FIEON R RT3 5 R BN A A H S R IS A
FEF P R P 20 5 s B I A b s B SR
RS E R E RS S E i b, S Ir et 1
JIT MR 2 B ( hepatic stellate cells, HSCs) [4) 1% 14 5 14
58 TN A AL 5T (extracellular matrix , ECM) 191 4=
55 8 fife A7, S SN I S J5 40 i 5 i v 20 R ) i
B HF #5545 34 208 il 5 i, ol B8 & J8 o T
WAL TR A ™ B JF e . HSC 2 T T
Disse [A] B 1% — i [a] 5T 40 /i, AT N ECM 322 76 1 1)
HSC 774, &R J0E (45 £ PR 3R AT g ik HSC 61k 5
BEF, N 28R HE gy & 24D Rk, ] HSC 9%
A S 3E5H e L T 5 HF R 202 it B A

45 W ZE [ ( calreticulin, CALR ) 2 — F & FEAR ST /)
PITEIM Ca® 8548, EEE LT NR I , BAT 43 7
BT TS 240 L P A A A DA N A R R T S 2 R AR )
26e' . WIS R, CALR 5 Z 5 il 41 G % %
VIR £ , 22300 S 33 2ok AP 52 ) CALR 1y 350k
O e T 9% A A e IS NI T g 4 L D82 vh
CALR B4l i 40 2 (9 14 51 GE RS IR o {H CALR
15 HSC HRYFE F 8 AR R BT 5E o PR i 0 58 A 4
J7KF B ERHTER CALR J2 #5515 HSC 41 il & A= 4
KUATZLA K CALR 54 27 44k H 7 Ak AR K 1B
(transforming growth factor-g,, TGF-B,) AY M H & R,
i — L B CALR 477 HF fYAHICHLE], Dy HE /Y5315
ST Y LB

1 #RSH®

L1 ek A& £ ZX A

TSRS AR A Mk (LX-2) T b S5 A
FHEA R B s DMEM bl B 77 560 T 56 (5 BI 24 A5
G4 133 (FBS) I F 25 [E Gibeo 2y 1] ; CALR ) siRNA
TP 5 (CALR-siRNA ) 4 5% /551 ( Ne-siRNA )
HIBEIE 2 W Bt 91 & G % 4 1R & Lipofectamine
(lip) 2 000 I F Invitrogen %3 ] ; Cell Counting Kit-8
(CCK-8 ) 17 &\ F e sk il & L PCR 2206 i1l
BTG R A M B R RHECA BR 23 W) s PCR 5
YA ST B TP AE W) BORA PR 75 8 St K
CALR .GRP78 ,Caspase-12 , Caspase-3 —4J, He#/i B-actin
Z iU, B AL Y (HRP) FRic i 1L 240 %
IgG, ¥ T36 15 Arigo A7),
1.2 mpads ik A dh

WA BRI B 40 52 R A AR, T
A 10 %HA ML, 100 we/mL FFEE R A 100 pg/mL 5
B 2 0 RS SR AL TR AT R LR IR, A0 N T A A1

37 °C,5% CO,. BEBIEAHN A7 i 40, 25 = mh
H R R 80 % ML G Kom i hb B, FHAS ARG SR AL
JFRRE Lip 2000 F1 siRNA T, SIREHE S min,
MBS 1Y) siIRNA 5 Lip 2000 4% 88 1:1IR %), & iR
B 20 min, fHIE A2 1Y siRNA-Ig ARG Y. Bl
JaF LA MR TR W, K F AR IR A A B YL 41 4
L, 6 h 5 B4 has HiE SR AL
1.3 sy R A

SR M LATR 5 Al X HR AL BH M siRNA 41,
CALR-siRNA 4 . TGF-B, (5 ng/mL) 21 #1 CALR-siRNA
+TGF-B, (5 ng/mL) 4, CALR-siRNA #H FI TGF-B,
(5 ng/mL) 4153 75#% CALR-siRNA 5% A i 48 h
K 5 ng/mL TGF-B, EJ] 24 h, CALR-siRNA+TGF-B,
20 CALR-siRNA %5 A Zfififl 24 h J5 /A S ng/mL [y
TGF-B, 4k2L/EH 24 h J5 4T 8 bR U 4, B siRNA
2 0 BRZL 43 3K Ne-siRNA 2 55 455 19 28 [ 85 97 2k i
A4 ff ] 48 by
1.4 B E SHMENRm s TL

B 20 MU 1% FRI A A2 K = 80% 1 4 it figs &5 3 i 9
A REA 2L, 1 000 v/ min B0 5 min, 5% 41 i ik i
b 2x10°/mL $ERR A 6 FLHR, 55 Y K hn 25 40 L 5
25 TR AL 5 R (Nikon ) "R OULEE 40 OB 25 &
JHTAE O
1.5 TUNEL k4 28 je A =

BOCHBE AR 24 LN, & SLIIA 500 pL
AR, A AHIC Fr o R as s PBS Pk 3 3K,
T 4% Z2 5 B B[] 52 40 i, 2399 & 30 min J5, PBS
Yo 1R, &FLIE I 20 wg/mL Y Proteinase K 100 pl,
AR H , KR E 5 min, PBS Y% 3 . AL
TUNEL #5:0 , BUF BURC , B SC A S ARAT , Hie LA
FL50 pL B[S WL TdT Enzyme (10x) ,45 wL TRITC-
dUTP Labeling Mix | I AL, & Bl FL A0 2E #EER K DL B
T R EERE 37 CHEE 30 min, PBS U3 k. 4%
e i BT RO & O bRl TR R B
DAPI 20 pL, A F&E3 A b, EiR A TR YL S min,
PRRE DT, PR I R ST K 40 3 R 546 nm
570 nm, BUFEHIALEF 3 ASUEEIEAARIE. TR = T4
(LLpric 80 /4 BB (2L 5 Ebric AL x100%
1.6 #rEAREDHMEAMmIEN Ca™ RE

e 4N LA 10° ~ 10*/mL $22Ff 2 B AR/ L, 4
£L 200 pL, B TR FR46 T, £ ZLab #5985 , PBS
Ve 2 U, MG TN Fluo-3 #5845+ (KPL) , 4 il 55 57
FATHCE 40 min, PBS 3EYE 3 I IMA 2 mL 58 21557
R 20 min, B IR AR B U (Olympus Japan
Co. , Ltd. ) FHREL Ca™ D¢ YE8R AT, FVI10-ASW 4.2 Viewer
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1.7 Western blot ;&4 2m i, CALR .GRP78, Caspase-12

Caspase-3 & & & ik

Fe A0 LA 2% 10°/mL 4550 5 6 FLAR , 7] 4% Ak B
AR A 200 L 40 i 2R AR U R . BCA 3k
HEATHE Ve B, AR R R R AE T - 20 °C UK AR
10% ~+ ot S R B1H 5 DA s POt Mg B e v, K o) 41 0) 4
( Beyotime Biotechnology ) | F il & CALR. GRP78,
Caspase-12 ,Caspase-3 5 [ ik, & SDS-PAGE ik H,
WK, W AR 2 PVDF ), 5% iR ks 46 1 h, —
Pt 4 Cid 7 CALR(1:1 000; Arigo) ,GRP78 (1:1 000;
Arigo) , caspase-12 (1:1 000; Arigo) and caspase-3
(1:1000; Arigo) , HRP #Ric i) —Hr 37CHFH 1 h,
ECL 2Ot 5, Tmage] 31X 45 2545 IR BE (AT 317
THE R A B AR R A R
1.8 it F 4o

SR I GE T2 5 SPSS 20. 0 437, 45231
Phxxs Ko, 22 4 W80 0B 5 R 5 22 53 Bt (one-
way ANOVA) , 25 [a] P P 24 8 b B T LSD-1 A 3, P <
0.05 £HIZEF AT FE L,

2 #R

2.1 Rumimmpais s EAE R
318 B P AR AT LX-2 40 i 8 285 i 2% 4
B 1 s X RRAL (B TA) i BEAE K B3 A I 1

N T

“’_J: 5] 5‘? /‘,{; 574

FLRRIE  JEAS N, BAME siRNA 41 (& 1B) 4 fgfk
A ERAL, B SE T 40, TGF-B, 41 (& 1D) 41
U PR AR T8, S AAMRTE AR, ) et ~F-AR LSCET AE A 4 e
%A%, CALR-siRNA 2 ([&] 1C) 41 g BH S 4 4, (AR FHAR
N, AS BRI, A T e 1k A 2, R T AN A S S R
CALR-siRNA+ TGF-B, 2H ([&] 1E) 21 fifg s i 0™ 5 1Y)
THT-I S (HUE T 40 % CALR-siRNA 4145 i /> H.
R LA AR R KARE o
2.2 BAFA LR T L

TUNEL 75 K6 0 20 Jitd 9 7= 45 S an 18] 2A, 5 B4 5
FAPE siRNA 410/ 7= 4641 1] 22 57 TC B 35 1 (P>0. 05) ;488
X B2 B siRNA 41, CALR-siRNA 21 7= 0 g T}
fF(P<0.05), TGF-B, L LR EMXF (P>0.05),
CALR-siRNA + TGF-g, 4 Ji 1= % W] & {k T CALR-
siRNA 2H (P<0.05) , 4% 2H HSC 40 it )& T % [|] 245 B
55225 (P<0.05, & 2B) .
2.3 Bumummien Ca¥ ZHEE LA

BB IR A B AU A 45 R 7R, CALR-siRNA
([ 3C) Ca™ ¥k B T4 BEZH (18 3A) FIFIE siRNA
(K 3B),2 %% (P<0.05),TGF-B, 4 (& 3D)
Ca™ ¥ J& 5B A% T % B 2, CALR-siRNA + TGF-B, 41
([# 3E) Ca™ ¥/ T CALR-siRNA 21 F1 TGF-B, 412
] (P<0.05) , % BEZH 5 B siRNA 41 i) Ca® He 25 F
TG L(P>0.05) , F4L0E Ca® 9EHR A

A2 RBZE ;B FAM siRNA 28;C: CALR-siRNA 48;D: TGF-B, 48;E: CALR-siRNA+ TGF-§, 41

1 FAERRHENRABRESENL (x200)
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A: x84 ;B A% siRNA #8;C:CALR-siRNA £8;D: TGF-B, 21;E:CALR-siRNA+ TGF-B, 21;F: £ 9 # (n=3,%+s) 1.3
28,2 b siRNA #8;3:CALR-siRNA 42;4.TGF-B, #1;5: CALR-siRNA+ TGF-B, #1;a:P<0.05, 5 3 H £8 sh4 ; b P<0. 05, 5 [
1 siRNA 2814 ;¢ P<0.05, %5 CALR-siRNA #8345 ;d: P<0. 05,5 TGF-B, £ 14

E3 EOEBAMERN Ca™EiBETHL

1 2 3 4 5 o [ IEEEE 1 AP siRNA 41
CALR(57x10*)— —— 3 CALR-siRNA 41 3 TGF-p1 41
1.5 - I CALR-siRNA+ TGF-B1 21 ab

B-actin(42x10%)— | S—

g

GRP78(78x10°)— E ! ! P
e —— 1.0 abe

—

B-actin(42x10%)—
- ('(l nll‘ ll)
Caspase—12(35><103)*> o — -_— -— i 05 - al ab cd
i ﬂ b
B-actin(42x10°)— | abed
4D(
Caspase-3(35x10°)— M o S o o o 0 . _ . .
CALR GRP78 Caspase-12 Caspase-3

Bractin(42x1(°) > | e—— G— — — — 1 B

abed

EHSDUESIN

A: Western blot % 45 R 1.5 p&40;2. A4 siRNA 413, CALR-siRNA 41;4.TGF-B, #1;5:CALR-siRNA+ TGF-B8, 41;B.: & &
HM(n=3,x%s) a:P<0.05,5 2B E ;b P<0.05, 5 (A1 siRNA 20645 ;c: P<0. 05,5 CALR-siRNA #836.45% ;d: P<0. 05,
5 TGF-B, #1rkix

4 KHIFEAMAE CALR GRP78 Caspase-12 Caspase-3 & H &%

2.4 &4 #2400 CALR ,GRP78, Caspase-12, Caspase-3 F CALR-siRNA 2, GRP78 , Caspase-12 , Caspase-3 g Z[%&

Ea kA fIR(P>0.05) ., £4H[A] CALR ,GRP78  Caspase-12 ,Caspase-

Western blot VAR 45 54 (& 4A) on  XTRREHAT 3 EPERIAZE R ASIT2#E L (P<0.05,[44B) .
FAPE siRNA 21 eI 2% 25 57 (P>0. 05) , 5 IX P LL

£, CALR-iRNA 41411l CALR (5 Ba b (P< T

0.05) ,GRP78 Caspase-12 ,Caspase-3 & 135 i It PN 5 R 3 384 ( endoplasmic reticulum stress, ERS) fiff
#(P<0.05) ,TGF-B, ZH CALR ik H X H 2 & T+ ﬁi‘TE'FE’JQHf]H@{HE AR AR T A 1) — Rl PR Tk
15 (P<0.05) , How 3 Al A 2A W R IR (P<0.05) , , TSN Ca® - S50l , Wois R AT & H AR

CALR-siRNA+ TGF-B, 41 CALR HH KRB T 55 T” P JoE P9 8 £ if S5 0 A Caspase-12 A5 (16 8 T2 3 %
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SfEERAR T AR Y 8 11 78 (glucose regulated
protein 78 kD ,GRP78) j& i TP Jit M | 2L 1) 73 - f
8, HER IR B R 22 M T v 2 4 i & A= ERS 1) 1 B4y
fIE"™ o ERS 78 HF ()% /5 % Ji b B 24, SCilik
fixif , ERS REGZFECHIE 19 HSC 73 W o1 WLALZN
4 H ( Alpha-smooth muscle actin, o-SMA) A1 [ Y it i
HH (Collagen 1), fie i IG 4k 1y HSC i T, M0 il
HF (R

S0 2 A T2 R BB 1K 2 cysteiny]
aspartate specific proteinase, Caspase ) & — 2 F7E T 41
Jf 5 o AT S RIS 4 Y 25 1, Caspase 8 1 18 41 i
TR AR R HE R SR . YA B Y Ca™ B
SRS, Caspase-12 HIETE , B Al LAt — 25 35 1)
Caspase-3, Caspase-3 J& 4 fifd i T i & rp G AR
il AT 3 AN B B AR RS P T
AT Caspase-3, B2 /K ik 4% il 2% 6 114 48 10 g 70 4
T

CALR 57 - 1A J5T I 1A Js 1) Jo i 4 il 4 1 148
REBEZE & Ca” I AIIBN Ca” Fads , KB 515 215
S, AAE A T AR R B, 5 A IE R
JHFARMIAH G, CALR 75 A T8 4 i 22 b Rk i 8 B
], Rl CALR 3K 09T I8 AT A 04 il JH-98 4 A 1 2
KAEZE, (e sk Ly -, TGF-B, J& H Aij T 0 5t
AP LT AEAC AN R 22—, 20 i A HSC i dpe i P
T HATHEA N R B HE BN T2 —, 2%
TEAA I 52 56 v g8 SR 301384 HSC AR Ay 2T 4 4 '
CALR 25 ERS /S AL Jd T Z A5 & DL KA
YL T TCF-B, IR, MAR KGR . X
WRFFE A, Fef 1 BLLL S ng/mL TGF-B, #i3# HSC 24 h
J& , A IE] PR 58, B KARTE UL, 0] i ~F-IR JLSCET 4
FEYH % 72, () IF, 40 Jf 3 5 B8 07 3% 5, $27R TGF-B,
ALEdE HSC 54k, S M E—8C T .

AHFFE 4G R B, siRNA JLER CALR J5 , 40 g %5 i
FATRI AL /N, e A Tt 7 i, A0 M3 3 m s B
T, TR WA T, 4878 CALR 11y siRNA B
g W1 Al HSC A AT, BITE siRNA 41 i 3/
VFRT-A0M, 7] RE 2 % G a5 1ip2000 fY 20 Jif 7 4
O HFZWAK . HAh, HSC H CALR Hy3si /b RES 5 i
AP Ca™ %G5 I 3 3, Ve ¥ T+ i TR, CALR-
siRNA B4l it J5 , ERS 457777 GRP78 Fil ERS 56
[ Caspases-12 3K [, FHAEA T T-AHC 4 Caspase-3
A, H BT, Ca® T BE 2 A T M 9 3 IR A v ]
fifdi. CALR Jy Ca™ 455 8, BEIE 45 S 4Py Ca™
DAZERE Ca™ RS FIANMLIE 3 2L B RE, 24 CALR ik
WL AR RS Ca™ M 22, HE LA B BRI 4, G

ERS i, 5 AR T . RATZ AR B LI, 1
RO RS FErp, Ca™ WS T SR T A e .

EEYL S AE A M o A TGF-B, , 18 2 s Y 21 4
JUAH L, CALR &k B 38, 4 T 40 i Fooak /D, M o
AL, Ca™ %% O 9 BE U8 55, GRP78 . Caspases-12 .
Caspase-3 F ik B 1 F+ 5, 27878 HSC rf TGF-B, fig
i 4B 22 F CALR B3Rk, I8l 4% siRNA 3531
AT o A RFFEIESE " 3 e I BR O R 2T 4 4
Ml ( Human gingival fibroblasts, HGFs) At CALR 93
it , HGFs 1 TGF-B, (yRiLm A % T, CALR
TE HGFs FRik TGF-B, yidfirp, EZ/EH, CALR
BT EAAE T, 2 S AF R [ N A2 5 58 I A o
[§ #h2:% PRAKOURA ™ FISF A= /NI CALR #6453
TR 2B T/ B P 52 55, DF SR AE 45 b & S 1)
e, CALR X TGF-B, (52 , 455 &3, CALR gkt
b, 2 BRI TGF-B, 14k TSP1 Kk 52 B4
ol TCF-B, 17 F 1% 5 1% vh O A Jli— FR 1L 1Y
Smad3 AR, WA DLAERT ), CALR n] 38 i 52 1w
TSP1 Rk R 45 TSP1 4 F 1) TGF-B, {fifk. it
HEWT , CALR 7ESAF ALl 7 b A E S EAE ], & T LA
5 TGF-B, #HEAFH A EALHE , 75 HSC 1Y 41 4Efb i Jig
HRIEVE

BTATHY L IUESE T ULER CALR REWZ 5|2 HSC 4
T2, ATRERY AL A CALR 3K T R BEHE 5] & HSC
Ca® Fas k4,5 ERS, T J3 841 Caspase 8T
¥, [RIET, CALR 1 TGF-B, Wik BEMsHH B 5,
$&7~ CALR W RETEfE LT i fbad At s EEAE A .
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