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Hepatitis B virus X protein induces malignant transformation of hepatic oval cells by
activating c-myc gene

Wang Yuefei, Liao Kai, Lu Lele, Zhang Leida (Institute of Hepatobiliary Surgery, Southwest Hospital, Third Military Medical Uni-
versity, Chongging, 400038, China)

[ Abstract | Objective To detect the effect of hepatitis B virus X ( HBx) protein on hepatic oval cells
and to investigate whether HBx protein can induce malignant transformation of hepatic oval cells after ¢-myc
gene silencing. Methods The WB-F344 hepatic oval cells was separately infected with adenoviral vector
(WB-F344-Mock group, blank control) and adenovirus expressing HBx protein ( WB-F344-HBx group) or
expressing EGFP ( WB-F344-EGFP group, negative control). The expression of ¢-myc in the 3 groups of was
confirmed by real-time PCR and Western blotting. The cell cycle, proliferation, ability of metastasis and
tumorigenicity were detected with flow cytometry, metastasis experiment and tumor experiment in vitro, respec-
tively. Results Compare with the WB-F344-Mock and WB-F344-EGFP groups, the WB-F344-HBx group
highly expressed c-myc protein, showed significantly accelerated process of G,/S cell cycle, and had stronger a-
bility of metastasis and sphere formation. There was no significant difference in cell cycle, ability of metastasis
and sphere formation between the WB-F344- EGFP and WB-F344-Mock groups. There was no significant differ-
ence in cell cycle, ability of metastasis and sphere formation between the WB-F344-HBx group and the WB-
F344-Mock group as well as the WB-F344-EGFP group after c-myc silencing with siRNA. Conclusion HBx

protein induces the malignant transformation of hepatic oval cells by activating c-myc gene.
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R X (Chepatitis B virus X, HBx) & [ & —Ff
ZYJREP T, BOA R ALE HBV i35 A& R ) i F vhoid
HEEEMY B SN Z R0 % RN T A
R T 7 1A 2 R 53 12 5 T 2 ol D08 35 DR 9 4
P DR 5 R 200 R 0 3 A AR T R
il DNA F M HLHN 1 5 3 22 24T 2450 56 L N
K IR AN 2 25 TR 25 1) 45 e R S BUF 40 g
FIEAE o 3 JUAR RS T 4 i B8 9 0 B, 16 AT I
FE A R BA TR, g T 40 5 1E w4
ST UG 2 Ao U DD RERE A5, I 5 Mg & 2k R
JB R K AT IR R AT R
Y AR P RRYE T IE & T 4 M AR . X T 40 i Y
RS & AT R R FAR N 2 Fh4i i, (H 2 R
A G [B 20 A S T 20 B ) O ke iz e
573 WY DI 152 480 B AR A JH 1 240 A P98 1) i 2B R K e
R FEOCEEAE O (5 400 i A 98 % A 0 Bn sh 4R
P L ET v b (B N S R R B O 0 S AN
MELA T 9 T 240 M 45 1, fl otk S 30 o 1 & A
HR 25 35 100 98 1 40 RS U rb %) 4 R AL D E
RIS AT A 25 11, FRATT A 09 (9 i 98 & 220k 55 & Y
M98 8 X 8 A] LU S B (B 48 i A A= 0% 1 7
b, 82 HBx 25 [ X2 anfay 51 B2 JH- B9 5] 240 0% 7 %
A, B R T Z ] 0 B 27 MR A Al RS
RS B9 (5 440 e 1) 96 4 A 5% Ak 5 HBx 2R 15 & i
PR 1) 32 2 20 N Ak 22 0 2 RS AR i g 2R, Horp
c-mye PR 2 AR o0 R 40 A
T 988 20 M Ak o AR e-mye 93638 19T, 34T
e HBx &5 11 7] B8 1E J2& 32 22l o s i L X e-mye
75 5 B [52] A4H B 1) JHF 98 20 B 2 Ak o TR e F 5 R BELIKT -
myc FEPR FRIK G HBx £ [ 68 77175 5 0N B 40 il & A= %
PRI AL ELAT S 28 0 SIS A (R 2 7 L, AR ST 4L
K H c-mye FEI Y siIRNA F% 9L g o 3R 18 HBx 25 M
1) I 5 2H JHF B0 153 240 bk WB-F344 4 il Fi AN 35 HBx
FE AR B2, 56 9E HBx 8 X c-mye 63K 1Y 5% i
FFWEL c-mye Fi F 1k SiIRNA X} HBx 75 5 51 51 41 iy 3%
PR AL 5

1 #MR5ET*

1.1 =3t

WB-F344 4 fatk W F 18 FE S A RHE A RA R, Ad-
HBx/Ad-EGFP i 5 i 75 R B5 g T BA A1 ) 52 58 2 48 2 OF 14
17 BRI 1 2825 RN 7] s DMEM 53238 I8 2F 135 1 [ Hyclone
/2] ; HBx ,CD44 ,CD90 ,CD133 L & B-actin & X1 5[ Hy ¥
AETAY TR L) A RA RIS A DNA B4 i Trizol
TR SR & A TaKaRa 24 W) HBx $Ti4 (4T A)
H Abcam A & ; PAS Je a5 & F 28 2 KA 7 ; Matrigel {258
FIXF AW H BD 2 A), c-myc siRNA [ 3& [H Cell Signaling
Techno logy ( CST) A A& iHE M.
1.2 ZJrx
1.2.1  BREEAE HEK293T 20 i) ke (414 LK i B2 il
& ¥ HEK293T 4HA L) 0. 8 x 10°/1ML#F0 T 6 cm 4 i 55
M., ARSI Lipofectamine2000 & Plusreagent %% Yt | {5 & i
T AR AN ML AR R, 56 8 K B E s B, 5L L J5 4 10 K
WA, R AR R g . R SRR AE 96 1L
A H O A 97 B, AE S0 24 b, ) 96 FLARAEFLMA 100 pL
WM 10 /L /9 HEK293 40 i A8 V5 1% 157 00 5 25 T e 31
107", fHaA— i B 10 A AL S 1 ATAROH 1077 ~
10 AR B BR RN A 96 FLAR Y, AT I E 2 FLINA 52 28
FELCRNERRT) ME AT IR, i35 10 d JE WSRO AR 4,
JREEIHE =10(x +0.8) (pfu/mL) ,x R AR[FEFFET CPE FH
R,
1.2.2 JR R B0 3 41 itk WB-F344 TE 6 FLAR okt
WB-F344 41t 3 x 10° 40 e/ FLAZE P, ¥ Ad-EGFP i35 25 |
Ad-HBx [ 2555 B 1l 20.,30.,40 50,60 Al 70 Fiiii 3 JEk e WB-
F344 41,48 h J5WEE EGFP [ 15 1% I, MR 8 5 e 3l R e 4
AR B o o R I U T 41 WB-F344 41 g i iy WB-F344-
Mock (25 FIXTIBZ) L Ad-EGFP i 28 /B 4L 1) WB-F344 4i igic
1 WB-F344-EGFP( [ %} I 20 ) #1 Ad-HBx B9 # J&k Y WB-
F344 Y3 WB-F344-HBx (525540 .
1.2.3  WB-F344 B [& 40 )it i 3155 3% WB-F344 40 it 3% 3= T
DMEM (% 10% 25 1L 3% . 100 U/ml 75 % 2 100 pg/mL 4% 5
) IEFEE, R YL S5 1) WB-F344 20 i 5555 T DMEM ( &
10% i3 45 1M 100 U/mL K (100 pg/mL §E5 R ) Hi R dk,
BT 37 °C 5% CO,BEFRA6 th %, 40 M 22 B 2 W e 2B K, Ox)
B KA AR A T JS SRS
1.2.4 Real-time PCR, Western blot £;ill] HBx £ 4 X c-myc &
SR Trizol 32 4% ) $2 B WB-F344-Mock . WB-F344-
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EGFP WB-F344-HBx 4 Jifi 5. RNA, TE 514K 94 °C Fi72s vk
5 min,94 °C 30 5,55 °C 30 5,72 °C 40 s, 3% 28 MEH ., Fiilss
SR Bractin fER NS H 27 A FOREINEREF ., AC =
ACt HIYEERA - ACtB-actin, AACt = ACt# 1 - ACtL 4 2,
8 RIPA 24 i 8 43 51 45 BU WB-F344-Mock . WB-F344-EGFP .
WB-F344-HBx 4l G 26 1, BFAR I BCA 3L 8 ik B, 2R
HIRETHZE 4 ng/pL, AR AL FR G 8% P9 M ok e B Ji L 3k, HRL
7 250 mA 2 FHEE NC B, =T 5% BIE Y945 3141 30 min,
FH/NBRIT e-mye B—HT(1:1 000)4 CiF &, PBST e, 1L 2F
YN ZHC(HRP FRic) (1:2 000) %% 2 h,PBST P, ECL %
SRR c-mye TR FH KRR IXF N o
1.2.5 Ggge BRARHE IO IR 40 R RE 5% T5 10% 4 il
HREPIAZ) By DMEM 3i e b, B A ik B2 Ry 2 x
10°/mL, 571 S00EL #:Fh F 24 FLEEFEH 1, B TransIT-TKO %
P F) (Mirus 24 7)), 483800 & i W 5 20 PR A
1.2.6 i =X 40 M AR K 4% B e-mye siRNA HiJ5 HBx £ X
WB-F344 2l it J&] # 1 52 i) 43 W 4 WB-F344-HBx , WB-
F344-EGFP ,WB-F344-Mock #iifits, PBS & ¥t/ , T4 b B Y 70%
CEAE 4 CEZE 2 h,PBS {HUERR 25 LW, INAVEEE A 50 pug/mL
PI( %50 pg/mL RNase) Y4 i ¢ 5 il BG4 T #% 5 30 min, [
300 HJ2 e i ik FE G I 2 4 SR TN 4 e R 4.
Multicycle for windows #4552 80504 HEAT 40 Mo Ry 4R 57 0k
XN c-myc LRI siRNA §% 9425 20 20 B , P AH ] ) 5 ik Ak 28
25 20 4 M I XL 4 e S 3
1.2.7 CCK-8 7:Hl c-myc siRNA Bif5 HBx % (4% WB-F344
2f e 348 3 M 1 R 43 ) I B X 5 AR K WB-F344-
Mock . WB-F344-EGFP . WB-F344-HBx 41 i, ¥ 3% 41 il ¥k B H
1 x10*/mL, %41, 200 pL 50 F 96 L4 (2 000/7L ) , 45 41 %
4 AU, BT 37 C 5% CO M TR . 43T 1.2.3 .4,
5 dBFMA 20 wl CCK-8 ¥, 5 T 37 °C 5% CO, 5344 th 4k
ZERER 1 hy FEARATE PR K 490 nm Ab 42 4% LAY O 2% B (H
[D(490) ]
1.2.8 IRHMZZRMESLE:  H DMEM 5353 (R 5 10% FBS,
7 1% BSA ) K45 40 0 B 1 x 10°/mbL ) P4 I B 34, 4%
1% 500 pL #5707 2 A Matrigel 1) Transwell /N FJZE,
BHKE3IANESL, dhEEFE 48 h, Gk /NaE i L &
IR FE N R4, 4 CTEE, mARKER T 60
20 min, SR N AR REAR B 10 LR 41 R
1.2.9 (ROMSERSCE S ALl 1 x 10°/FL 4 Fh
TFofLtkh, & 3 MEAL, WH T &4 K HF M T
DMEM/F12 #5323, 5+ 5% CO, 1) 37 CHu AR W& 46 b 1%
35,08 3 d B 1k, THEFRAE 7 RS A AR KR B
MR RE c-myc sIRNA §6 e 25 41 41 M 5, AR 6] 14 1 b 3
25 2H A M I RS A5 2 20 R ) A I L
1.3 %t o

SR F SPSS 18.0 A4 i1, IR BRI x +5 3R, RHH
R I 2081,

2 HR

2.1 B A B VAR R e WB-F344 Zm e

T IR B Y HEK293T f02% 40 /iy, Ad-EGFP il Ad-HBx
YL BE AT AR E) 0.9 x 10" pfu/mL F1 1.3 x 10" pfu/mL, ¥
Ad-EGFP [l 3  Ad-HBx I 55 25 58 B A [ B 3 B Jk e WB-
F344 4l , Wi2¢ EGFP iy Rk 0L, & 3 45 B 50 B, Wi
GFP [HMEANM B 7E 85% LI T H 2 ek BB . UABH I ZH Y
YRR I FRIA R . SRR 50 VR R 82508 1Y)
AR (R,

A:Ad-EGFP;B . Ad-HBx
1 EABFESSNEE WB-F344 48 h GRS
(% E b x100)

0

2.2 &4 Ad-HBx & 75 c-myc & § /£ WB-F344
o i, o Ak
RT-PCR #l Western blot £ il 45 5 2. /R , 15 WB-F344-Mock
F1 WB-F344-EGFP LA [t , WB-F344-HBx 41 c-myc mRNA
FIER [ A 223K I v (181 2) .

1 2 3
c-myc(62X107) 7 e S— —

B-actin(43x10°)— | A— S —— ®

or

c-myc mRNA FX 35 &
o
1

4F
2t

a a @
0

1 2

a: P<0.05,%5 WB-F344-HBx 213t 4% 1. WB-F344-Mock;2: WB-
F344-EGFP;3 . WB-F344-HBx A :Western blot %] c-myc & & & &
% ;B:RT-PCR #:] c-myc mRNA # &% (n=9, X +s)

B2 c-myc ERAPFEHAN mRNA BRiE

2.3 c-myc RN %K G HBx & & 4 WB-F344 2 i
B IH RSP R B A B ) 09 R

2.3.1 AR R LYy siRNA [ Y5 WB-F344-

Mock ZHAH [, WB-F344-HBx 4141l N G,/ G, 1A 40 Jifd L 4] b 2
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FEARR S S 200 M L 481 1 3 8 (P < 0. 05 ), Tfif WB-F344-EGFP 25
M TG AR R AR SRR c-mye ZEDRIY siRNA #%5 Je
WB-F344-HBx 20 41 fifl 5, 3 AN A0 il R I e g % 25 &7
(F34),

2.3.2  Tran-swell {228 52 5 W 4% TE c-myc 3£ T 2R A
WB-F344-Mock 4l . WB-F344-EGFP 21 il WB-F344-HBx 4 i% [l
20 K 43 W) R (160. 33 + 8. 18) ., (160. 00 + 7. 48) Fil
(364.33 £6.24) , WB-F344-Mock 41l WB-F344-EGFP 4 % 5
TG 7% X, T WB-F344-HBx #1435 5 WB-F344-Mock 41 .
WB-F344-EGFP ZAH IV 22 5 A G it 2 X (P <0.05) . c-myc
HHVUER G , WB-F344-Mock 41 . WB-F344-EGFP 41 fil WB-F344-
HBx 4135 B 4005 54 4 (166.00 £9.27) . (151.00 £7.26)
F1(164.67 +7.59) 3 LB EMZFR(KS).

O WB-F344-Mock 21 [ WB-F344-EGFP 41

70 EWB-F344-HBx 4]

q 4

60
50F
40F
30
20
101

AN SR L) (% )

G,

S
2T S 30

2.3.3 {RAMBIRSZIOMEE  c-mye BEETTERATH & A K B
T T6 I 3 B 35 3 B2 FE WB-F344-Mock . WB-F344-EGFP, WB-
F344-HBx 411 fig, 55 1 KX 3 2 40 Ho#7 DL s 4 fo e U B A K,
WB-F344-Mock . WB-F344-EGFP WB-F344-HBx 3 20 414 sk,
BRECE MM (1.83 £0.68) . (1.67 £0.75) . (5.00 £1.29) .
Fifi 5 S} (] B4 , WB-F344-HBx 21 fifd 7 1 S50 14 40 it Bk A 3
BAECRZEE 2 RABLZ W K, T WB-F344-Mock , WB-F344-
EGFP I JC B i i BR AR K ket #1567 X, WB-F344-
Mock .\ WB-F344-EGFP WB-F344-HBx 3 £ 41 j Bk B0 4551 R
(1.83+0.69) .(1.67 +0.47) . (1.83 £0.69) , TF c-myc HH
VLR AT, WB-F344-Mock il WB-F344-EGFP TG4 i1 2 & 3, i
WB-F344-HBx 5 5 /NP2 4 B A Ge it 24 35 35 e-mye FEDRITLER
Ji,3 At R E =S (E6),

[0 WB-F344-Mock 21
70r I WB-F344-HBx 41
60
50
40
30F
20+
10F

1 WB-F344-EGFP 2

2 AR LA (% )

GJ/G, S
gy oV Eel]

a: P<0.05,155 WB-F344-HBx 40 ttix A4 577;B . &85
3 c-myc BE[F siRNA HLREEEAMEAIEHENL (n=9,x+5)

WB-F344-Mock 41

c-myce FEPI TR

c-myce JERYUER G

WB-F344-EGFP 41

4 c-myc EF siRNA BLFE R AWM EKIEHAEBER (LM x40)
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c-myc ZERUUERIG

WB-F344-Mock H

c-mye FEFPLERAT

c-myc SEHTUBRE

WB-F344-EGFP £H

WB-F344-HBx £H

E6 c-myc RETEEIE 3 AAMAMBIEKER (LM x40)

3 itig

T A B 8 1 B S MR 2 — ,
o A A LA R 14 . R4k, BFScde
SRNFRAR T AR T IF A . e o i T
SN T AR5 T A ) 2 20, 4 759 50 40 Ly
FF A A A 740 9 I 2 A 4

TERTRE ) R A R e VB e AR ARV BB B vh R A% 3 R
SR, 7EA5 Bl B0 DR 21 R I A B 154 400 i 3% fE O
SRR, TR T R T s, IR S 3L
I R A AT R B HBV AR G 1 12 A T 95
FIUFFIRE 2 2 e P A7 0 60 0 I 34 4 0 S 25 e s
FATRTIA I 5 4 B LI BE X 38 1 ) 375 S TP R
AR A A SRR AL (BN R 4 7R HBV 75 S A A=
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o B AL 2 A 25 1. BRI 2
HBx £ [ F B (5] 248 Jf 9 55 e 75 A i ey S (W] 78 & e B
AH G R 2 2 b R HEAVE

c-mye FEDR @& T Kk AR PR i DL, B B Oy 40 g
KEFE LA T A 0 L L R, L3R IR 7 ) 7 41 A 3 5 5k
PO R B s ) I AR TR 7, 2 4 B 3 9 A5 5 e
S LT B HAE I HLE]Z c-mye BOEH AS T 44
L PR DRI A (A L 5 T 1 R SR A AL, BT iR
WFFE AL , AT HBx 2 [ W] 8 1F 2 35 28 o oG
Je L DN c-moye 1755 OIS (63 200 0 1) P98 4 R AL

ARSI FRAT T S A B B R 1 T v
T AR E I8 HBx fY O[5 40 ffd bk . 3 5 RT-PCR ANl
Western blot SZEF HBx 8 X} c-myc Fik 520,
ZER B IR, c-mye 7E mRNA F18E F 7K 00 335 0 I 1
o XALIEN] T HBx 2 BB TS 40 N 1Y c-myc JE
Ko c-myc siRNA i Ju iz J1T- 51 5 48 fe , 38 o8 o =X 40 g
A Transwell DL R A& AN il BR 52 560 0L EFEUTER c-mye 8
LG HBx 25 [ e 75 PR 575 T JH- 019 (52 48 Jf %% 7% 1k
HIRE ST, 45 R FWILER Y siRNA Z 12 & #2145 HBx
F 1A B 152 448 B 5 AN 23k HBx 8 [ A9 JH- B9 [ 4 Al
FHLL , A SR A ISE R 226 S FIARSM SR R Ty o e g
sIRNA Z 5 , B 263k HBx 25 11 (19 )5 (B 40 s 5 3%
ik HBx & [ 0951 [ 4 A LE, 34 (EL1R 28 6e 01 A Ah
BURRE ST EEE R

B2 HBx & [ 32 A ] 435 B R 40 . c-mye FE [N
MW VR AE Pk Ak i 72 vh s BE QR SF Y Wt {55 7%
S, S5 T 9N E A G5 L A RN OE T AR B R R
B PR S RS T B (52 48 L ) g T 4 i b 2 O
O AR BF ST & B HBx A) B B BR AR 1
( B-catenin) (135 75 85 F1 4k, DA T 6 3 e 2 11 7l A4 11 5
fiff , 1M B-catenin J& Wt {5544 38 % 350 09 G5
-, LR I 05 0ol 1R 5 P 97 25 1Y B-catenin B SR
JE S USSR c-mye ORGSR, BT, R SR
WFEFRATHE BRI HBx W fg 1F 238 1 b R 3 72 B0
Wt {55530 B AT 50 B A1 c-mye FERRE 1L
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