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Mechanisms in replacement of major methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus

epidemic clones in Chongqing
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Xia, Rao Qing, Rao Xiancai (Department of Microbiology, Chongqing Laboratory of Microbial Engineering, College of Basic Medical
Science, Third Military Medical University, Chongqing, 400038, China)

[ Abstract | Objective To explore the mechanisms underlying the replacement of methicillin-resistant
Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) straim ST239-MRSA-I-t037 by ST239-MRSA-I-t030 in Chongging, China.
Methods  Eight ST239-MRSA-I[-t030 and ST239-MRSA-[-t037 isolates collected from Chongqing were
divided into four t030/t037 pairs. The independent growth rates of all isolates were then determined. The
competitive growth rates of the bacterial pairs were detected in vitro and in vivo, and cross inhibition assays were
also performed. Results The ST239-MRSA-II-t030 isolates were rifampicin-resistant, whereas the ST239-
MRSA--t037 strains were all rifampicin-sensitive and trimethoprim/sulfamethoxazole-resistant. The ST239-
MRSA-I[-t030 strains had shorter lag phases than the ST239-MRSA-I[-t037 isolates. The ST239-MRSA-II -
t030 strains could out-compete their rivals in a competition assay in vitro as well as in a mouse model. No signif-
icant cross-inhibition effect was observed between ST239-MRSA-II-t030 and ST239-MRSA-IM-t037. The
growth of ST239-MRSA-I[-t037 strains on the BHI nonselective plates had smaller colonies as compared to
ST239-MRSA-1II-1030 strains. Conclusion  ST239-MRSA-II-1030 replacing ST239-MRSA-II[-1037 as the
first predominant clone may result from its higher growth rate and the specific drug resistance profiles.

[ Key words ] methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus; clonal replacement; growth curve;
rifampicin-resistance ; sulfamethoxazole-resistant
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£ 0 B BRE ( Staphylococcus aureus ) & B % Y
[ e G S TR, 5 | B R AR A R | SO il
28 B AT ANMETE A 250 7200 1961 AR TR P42 PG b4
T 0 4 249 BR B ( methicillin-resistant  Staphylococcus
aureus, MRSA) 9 & B, 1R e /F 2 Bk #E 1L, w4,
MRSA C b % 2 Fh i AR R 25 i A i, 51
THEMRAEED . FH5z L, U %0 MRSA sE%
AR AR AT, HAFAEHBIX 2255 flin, 7e e [E 5
BN 2R YL i MRSA 3¢ B B 32 22 ) EMRSA-15
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mec [ 1 ST8-SCCmec V"', i 7E 3% [, ST239-MRSA-
I 2 P2 B AR A5 MRSA e 82 vopete 7! |
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KEFBE e 20k 11 4F By s BEAF 22 1T, CC22-MRSA-IV
F1 CC5-MRSA- 11 20 4K T CC45-MRSA-IV 1 CC5-
MRSA- T i B R 36 % o B e 75 & 5F F1l, 1994-
1998 4F % B 37 47 7 B B S ST239, 1if ML 2001-2004 4F
)32 7 g ST228 FiI STS # AR5 78 3k M At st X,
2000 4E 22 Rif ST239-MRSA-TM-1037 & fx & 5 (1) 7o [,
SR 2000 4F 2 J5 i B B ST239-MRSA-TI-1030 Hit
ARV MRS o FRAT1 5256 % A1 2009-2012 4F
VA==, N N IR I AR IRER = S o O
PR BE Y MRSA B Bk 328 47 K6 I 5% B, ST239-MRSA-1II -
1030 {2 A E B AT SO B, Kt 6 28. 2% , ST239-
MRSA-TM-t037 #& % H 14.9% , x5 Liu 2" 147
T —F, % MRSA su BB AR AL, X 46 A 3%
F ] MRAS JEYL RIS A H B W EE M E L. bt
F I ; MRSA [ 35t % Z 01 T 250 5 b B 551
DX 2% 25 1 1 22 S S5 0 T e A MRSA s B R A
ISP ) AEL AT G TS 64 B

FETTHA A For WF 58 A JE il b AT T 088
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ST239-MRSA-TI-1037 B kKL 8 #%, 43l AT A= K Hh £k

M AATE S i 25 3% 53 B, I 2 — 20 R AR A1
To A SIS R TE A S0 A A SUI R BR R T
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ST239-MRSA--1037 w¢ % B9 HIL 6, R &1 X5 1 i &
MRSA i d At T 3 2 0 S g Ak .
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1.1.1 RN LR Y ST239-MRSA-1I-1030/ST239-MR-
SA-MM-1037 kRS> B A PR AL 4 FrZi S B, 20 0 R U5 T
JE R R LR I TE AN 1 38 (3R 1), 23k 4 A SE8R:
2, BALB/c /NI A AL SE 56 3 Wy b, MEPE, 6 ~ 8 JE i
(20 g 7£47) ,SPF %,

1.1.2 A& 515 4P K B AR AX, Bio-Rad 3 B B IK A,
Bio-Rad $EHE BRI, GBS0 HL. 24 FLARIW H & E Corning 2+
] ; BHI (Brain heart infusion) 0B 55 37 3£ H 92 [H Oxiod /A H) 5
Triton X-100 g 5 FifFAE TA= 4 TREHARNR 55 A BR2 & 5 TR
W (1 AR RE T AL T30 28 7155 x SDS-PAGE |- REZE v g, 2 11
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AT TR AR MRS AR A ; =% &8 (tichloroacetic
acid, TCA) W [ LA TA) TRHAR RS A R A .
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1.2.1 MRSA AERKHEMME Sy PR UEAH R e BE 1900 fh
P KRR A R 5 4 10 500 BB 49 BHI W Ak
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1.2.3 AR LIS & A SDS-PAGE Hilk 4RI T
BHI A 3550 % D(600) 9 0.8, B 1 mL ¥k 10 000 x g,
B0 1 min, WL E3E 1 mL LA 100 L 088 B4 F1 TCA ¥,
B TVKE 1 h, 4°C 10000 x g, #.0 10 min, & B, JL3EHN
Al mL Fi TN £ ,4 °C 10 000 x g, 5.0 10 min, 3 |34,
B 1K, UUEA 60 wL PBS 2wl #&, A 16 pL 5 x SDS-
PAGE [ EEZE w3 ,90 °C /KA 10 min,2 000 x g, 850> 1 min, HX
30 wL A SDS-PAGE Sz k'™ . % s i Y taad 7,
it , A%

1.2.4 ZXADHISCs KEARE 12500 43 3145 Fh T 20 mL
F) BHIBrff 53R b )37 CRR G4 h A7 h, IR R,
5000 x g, 80> 10 min, AR 13, 0.22 pum (1R T4 K #5%  0E
B . FH 1030 7 h 3535 b s 3558 1037 Fifk; 1037 7 h 153 F
Vi 55 9% 1030 A% ; 1030 4 h 5537 3 40 035 3% 1030.1037
¥ s 1037 4 h £5.35 3552352 1030 1037 Bfk ;1030 7 h B398 3%
JA 172 et BHI 3% 37 5643 51 3% 37 10301037 B4 B 5 57 ek 11
BHI B335 5/E X HR . i R EEARY 1,37 C R H53E 24 h,
BE/NEHAG I 1 Yk D(600) WG REAH . Y246 H AR 3 ¥, ] Graph-
Pad Prisem 5.0 2l Al o

1.2.5 Wik N 3= 4 5056 37 °C 1 7% 1% 3% ST239-MRSA-
I1-t030 Al ST239-MRSA- I -t037 , 4% 1: 500 435142 F F 7 ¢ BHI
WRRE IR 37 CREGHFRE Dy WG 0.8, 48 1 mL
B ,10 000 x g, B0 1 min, & L7, @A 1 mL PBS EE:,
10 000 x g, B0 1 min, fI ImL PBS A F A&, 4 B 500 pL
WA, 2R E IR 6 ~ 8 R MitE BALB/c /N,
100 pL/ 2,410 B 3 d JFWisiab st /N, JC e 4514 T I
BE, A 1 mL & 1% Triton X-100 PBS 28 whifi J5 754w pelts! |
BB ZE 12 (1 x 107 ) BB, B 100 WL IR 75 F 4% 4 pg/mL Fil 48
SP- 4 BHI [ {45 A Fn¥ i BHI S, 45 5 3,37 CREFRIER,
S X SR 3 S AL R TRV B A T R T A
Uk () BT V5 T B B ( CFU/ kidney )

2 HR

2.1 HHAEKWZ

M 1AL, 4 ASS2EG 2 vh ST239-MRSA-M-t030 fi4 £F K
JE P T ST239-MRSA-M-1037, H R B R 2, 85 5%
24 h J5, ST239-MRSA-1I-1030 {14 20 5 e Bt B 5

——CQ29 —=CQ40 —+— CQ8 M CQ66 — CQI8
20 —e—CQ41 ——CQ95 —=—CQ65

2 4 6 8
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111 2/h)

€Q29.,CQ98 .CQO8 . CQI8 : ST239-MRSA- T -1030 # 4 ; CO40 ., CQ65 .
CQ66.CO41 :ST239-MRSA- T 1037 7 #k
El1 MRSA HE#REEIK H 2%

2.2 W EEHFER

TE 5 4 S0 v, 12 ) B T B — 55, {H ST239-MRSA-IT-
030 7E 8557 24 h J54 B L AR AT, 3 5 T ST239-MR-
SA-TI-037 (P <0.05) (& 2), ST239-MRSA-II-1030 7£ 4 pg/mL
FHR TR 37 9 AR KA T2 4S (B 3A) , ST239-MRSA-
M -1037 7 [ A 5523k [ AR K TR 5 A X8/ (&1 3B) , B X
J5 i A H4 i 245, % A 4 2 UK, 1X 55 ST239-MRSA-T-1030
BEMERIR], J5 2 ) A S ¥ i 24, K 22 806 52 0 8 i B fURR
(F1),1 # ST239-MRSA-TM-1030 ( CQ98 ) Xf & J5 i v#s BH fif 4,
{EZE [ PR B 238 b AR K B VE AR ZE /N, 0T 1030 i 1037 St &
J7 B B 25 AL T BEAA e 25

_ = =
=
T T T

1 # % (CFU/mL)

S N B O ©
T

CQ29 CQ40 CQI8 CQ65 CQI8 CQ41 CQO8 CQO66
T RS
a:P <0.05, F) — 414k 4 58 4 % % ST239-MRSA-I[-1030 #=
ST239-MRSA- I -1037 #4 7% i 4 b4z
2 ST239-MRSA-II-t030 5 ST239-MRSA- I -t037 T #k i {k 5p
HRELWER

A:ST239-MRSA-M-1030 4 % &4 4 pg/mL #4549 BHI B 4k
#. ks B:ST239-MRSA-TI-1030 #» ST239-MRSA-I-1037 /& % i@ BHI
PR (Rt ) 9, & E4F K7 10301037 HEEE S
E 3 ST239-MRSA-II-t030 F1 ST239-MRSA-II-t037 Bk
HERASWE

2.3 RXIH EE%

ST239-MRSA-TI 1030 FI ST239-MRSA- T 1037 [ kk 9 4% 72
354 SDS-PAGE HLyk 43 17, 3 B 10301037 4394 2 4% 57 7K
oA AR B 22 5 T 10301037 T [ P 114 T8 Ak ) 43 s 2
HERAR(E 4) . RIE 1030 1037 HEikEEFE LI ESE
H o HAbIE R AR A T 2B S5 WA KA s, 34
SNFIH 4.7 h BN 8 3R B AT T A8 UM S, E B
10301037 P 22 1] H- 15 3 A7 7E BH 18 19 28 Uil R 42, 1037 #E
1030 7 h Ay RESF L3 A K B8 v B F T ST T 1030 [ AR
KIHAE T 3G 08 IR o BT sk (IR SA) |, 3 Ff i il B0 52 7E
AT 12 FiEiE R (B SB) sk H [ 4 h 3% 1
(1l 5C) 5e5e 45 21 B kst .
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TOx10°— B

55x10°— s
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35x10* =1
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1:CQ08;2; CQ66;3; CQI8;4;CQ41;5;CQ29;6; CQ40;7; CQIS8;
8:CQ65;M; A7 #;1.3.5.7: ST239-MRSA-1-t030 & #;2.4.6.8:
ST239-MRSA- 11037 # #

B 4 BEHkEEF LiER SDS-PAGE k&R

—o—1030 7EBHI A4 —— 1037 7 BHI A&
2.0 ——1037 7F 1030c A K —m— 1030 7F 1037¢ HFAEK

D(600)

8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24
Fsf ] (¢/h)

—0— 1030 ¥ BHI —%— 1037 #£ BHI
20F 22— 1030(1030c/2+BHI/2)  —=—1037(1030c/2+BHI/2)

D(600)

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24
P 1] ¢/h)

—0—1037 1£ t037c 4 h K5 HEd  ——1030 7£ t037c 4 h K5 KL
’ O—_A— 1030 7£ 1030c 4 h K7 3R%kH —=—1037 7£ 1030c 4 h BiFEdkh

D(600)

0 "2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24
Fsf ] (¢/h)

A: 1030 £ 1037 7 h 32 % LiF (B 2.5 54,1030 05, ) 5 #7 8 BHI 3%
F(Hrs £ &, 1030yy,) b oA K e s, % 1037 4£ 1030
7T h3s Lk (F B E K, 1037 g5, ) 5 %7 8F BHI 3% 55 0k (5 4 &
S, 1037 g ) P 09 A K H AL s d; B b A2 1030, 1037 £2 R Ao
50% #7 8t BHI 691030 7 h 3k L& P a9 A KHEL;C.4 h mE i
L AR B AR A A S B H AR

5 ST239-MRSA-IN-t030 #1 ST239-MRSA-II-t037 ki8] 35 X
HP#I LT84 47

1037 FERESRE 10 Ll A5 B YLAT AR , &2 R IR e S i sh i, 3 d
S R0 48 VAL /) BRI PR SRR 5 O, 45 SR R WA g B
1030 BE 5 IE B R 9. 50 x 10°CFU, 1037 7 4. 10 x 10°CFU,
1030 B YL /N BV A TE B4 (8. 30 x 10° £ 1.40 x 10°) I % 55
F 1037(4.10 x 10° £0.98 x 10°) ,

3 g

FRE MRSA [yt Z8 MA 1998 4/ 27. 5% P4
K3 2009 4E 1 60. 7% "1 HA, T EEATH
MRSA Jy ST239-MRSA-1II ¢ % ¥ , % #f 1) ST239-MR-
SA-TM-t030 Fl ST239-MRSA-IM-t037 P54~ 7 [ 43 1) o
57% F130% 7" AT RS A B, 1E 2000 4
i, ST239-MRSA-TM-t037 Sy 15 % 7 p'0, sk i, 1
2000 4f: 2 7 ST239-MRSA-I-t030 i 3 # L, ST239-
MRSA- I -t037 171 ¥ A f5e 35 22 Fa e, {HL 3 Ffr BOAR: A L
FERAEG . FEAMEZE H, BEHLEBE 4 X br Ak U5 AH 7]
(1) 1030, 1037 TR #EHEAT o0 BB AR ML A 5%, & B 1030
A A R BAAE AR 1037 1Ay d5e 32 22 v [ v i 31
FLHIVERT , {H 1030 1037 B R E] A AE7E B I A9 AH F
TIPS . #1030 1037 B FETE 10 1IR A £ Fh /& BHI
BI04 h EEFEIS 1030 [ 40 B 1037 1 2 f7
P CHE 2), 7 R N S 56 45 21 [R) A 45 51, R0
ST239-MRSA-M-t030 B ¥k 7E &5 ST239-MRSA- I -t037
A ¥ e Sl Rl Vo LY A

W, AN R AR 2500 TR 24 1 2 458 0 40 PR 3 1 2R
B2 (1) 140 (fitness cost) , 33X A 40 BA 5o bR 1 4 AE 443t
TAHENT . AEvk o AR P AR 24 T %) R R 8 A
JE%H) MRSA ( GS-MRSA ) B 1 [] Bif X B 480 P AR R
T2 245 1) MRSA (GR-MRSA) , B 5% % % I GS-MRSA
H GR-MRSA T £ A= 17 2 4 4 38" | ST239-MRSA-
M -t030 F1 ST239-MRSA-T-t037 33 & ST239-MRSA-II
SEFERE, I spa /3 H EAFAEZE ST X R [R] — SO RERE N 1)
el R RIS T R A FRATET A 5T 45 R R W
ST239-MRSA- I -t030 5 B3 ki Xof 1| 47 - i 24, 1 % &2
T i BH 3 3 BURG; AH 2, ST239-MRSA-MM-1037 77 [
)2 38 o 1) 4 - SURR, T % 52 7 i T 25 AR
RSB AR R, Gl ] DNA K ) RNA
RA T (RNAP) K RFEAN T o F AT 25k 2848 kA=
TEANT RNAP (1) B SEERA7 (RpoB) I, 3 = e 1 4T
fit25 MRSA Ak % % 4 RpoB [ H481N il S529L %8
AFHT A BESE W, MRSA RopB 43T H481Y fif 15, %€
A 5 | LN A 4 Ry s S K T I B v, DT R A= A7
AEF7, B MRSA (1% ) 47 - i 24 2% 0 ] 3% fin 41 18 119 38 L
PRAEAERE IO 5 75 v W 2 T Ao 40 ) 40 7 9
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SR A A B, T DG S0P T e 0 5 Iy i s
AT MR AT W 5. DU &R B A 5 32 2140 il
AN TR DNA [ & Bl 32 B, DT 47 461 200 B 9 A R %
Y T HTITE 245 B9 MRSA T 3 i 1 i A U
F14) i Jit e W i SRA% 11 K 52 B DNA 19 5 i B e v i
JI SR A A A5 () MIRSA. 38 2% PR OM 3018 10 A= K ik R
P/ NSRRI R . ARBFS s, A1 & B 1037 78
A BHI 55773 12 Al 09 B 74 W1 8/ T 1030 JE 1Y
7%, ST239-MRSA-IM-t037 5 (& X & 7 5 v B fiit 24
(1) 2 U LA K it i s W 0 S A% A 0 1 26 0 2 i e
HAE A K A A b A T AR FPIR A, I g 2 A A K
TG 1030 BT . FEAHESE R, AT H SR
F| 1 Pk ST239-MRSA-I-t030 ( CQ98 ) Xt &2 J5 i W it
245 (B 5 1037 AN[F] 12, CQO8 TE[E AL 23 [ AE K1
BTEAAR /N, F2 W] CQO8 T 1037 T bk Xt & 77 97 v HH it
Y IHLHIA TSI X N — T B R AR,

A S YA T B R ML X Y ST239-MRSA- I -t030 #;
8 ST239-MRSA- I -1037 ML FEAT T R4, & P
FRAS B 1 A= 47 e SR s (4 i 24 3 B0 0] 0 5 T vk
FESERR S G b b ORI v B I A R
Ve, A 25 SR 1 2 &1 X i MRSA B Bl 5 3
WA 18 T2
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