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Expression and significance of C-KIT protein in human colorectal carcinoma

MA Qian-li, MA Hua, CHEN Xi, HE Yang-tao,
Third Military Medical University, Chongging 400038, China)

cine

ZHOU De-shan ( Department of Histology and Embryology, College of Medi-

Abstract: Objective To investigate the expression and significance of C-KIT protein in human colorectal
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carcinoma. Methods Expression of C-KIT was detected in 46 colorectal carcinoma specimens of different dif-
ferentiation by immunohistochemistry, 30 normal colorectal specimens from paraneoplastic regions adjacent to
colorectal carcinoma as control. Results  Of the 46 carcinoma specimens, 7 out of 9 (77.8% ) poorly differ-
entiated colorectal carcinoma showed C-KIT positive staining in cytoplasm of cancer cells, but the expression of
C-KIT was detected neither in the 12 well-differentiated and 25 moderately differentiated colorectal carcinomas
indicating that the expression of C-KIT may be related to differentiation of the

staging (P =1.000) and tumor size ( P =

nor in the 30 normal tissues,
cancer (P <0.05),
0.681). Conclusion Expression of C-KIT protein may be associated with the poorly differentiated colorectal

not to the other characteristics of the Dukes’

carcinoma. It suggested a possibility to treat poorly differentiated colorectal carcinomas by targeted interference
in C-KIT signaling pathway.
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