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Endoscopic neurosurgery for cystic craniopharyngiomas in third ventricle
ZHONG Dong, ZHI Xing-gang, TANG Wen-yuan (Department of Neurosurgery, The First Affiliated Hospital of Chongqing Univer-

sity of Medical Sciences, Chongging 400016, China)

Abstract; Objective

To investigate the role of neuroendoscope in treatment of cystic craniopharyngiomas

in the third ventricle. Methods Neuroendoscope was applied 1o minimize the volume of the tumors, relieve

obstructive hydrocephalus, canalize the intervals of the cysts, and fistulate into the third ventricle or the lateral

ventricle and the cysts in 11 patients of cystic craniopharyngiomas in third ventricle accompanied with obstruc-

tive hydrocephalus , then radiotherapy followed. Results

The symptoms of the intracranial hypertension disap-

peared and the other sy‘mptums improved postoperatively in all 11 patients. CT imaging and MRI showed that

the tumors shrunk and hydrocephalus faded. No severe complications oceurred in all patients except 1 patient

affected with transitory lethargy. Conclusion

Neuroendoscopic technique is effective in improving curative

effect and decreasing severe complications in the patients with cystic craniopharyngiomas in the third ventricle

accompanied with hydrocephalus.
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