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Microsurgery and gamma knife in the resection of craniopharyngiomas: clinical a-
nalysis
CHEN Li-zhao, XU Min-hui, ZOU Yong-wen, CHEN Guang-xin, YANG Dong-hong, SHEN Guang-jian, ZHANG Yun-

dong, XU Lun-shan, ZHOU Chun ( Department of Neurosurgery, Institute of Surgery Research, Daping Hospital, Third Military Medi-
cal University, Chongging 400042, China)

Abstract; Objective To evaluate the effectiveness of the microsurgery and gamma knife surgery in the
treatment of craniopharyngiomas. Methods A tolal of 31 patients who had undergone subtotal resection of cra-
niopharyngiomas receivetl gamma knife radiosurgery for the residual resection. Results Twenty-eight patients
were followed up from 10 months to 7 years (average 4 years). The tumor control rate was 92. 8% (26/28).

Two patients who experienced recurrence in 3 years and 5 years after the operation respectively, underwent the

combined treatment once more and no recurrence happened so far. All patients survived. Conclusion  The

combination of microsurgery and gamma knife surgery is a safe and effective method for resection of craniophar-

yngiomas, especially for the recurrent tumors.
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