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Diagnostic value of bronchoscope instead of thoracoscope for unidentified pleural ef-
fusion

HONG Xin, BI Yu-tian, CUI She-huai, LIANG Xian-wan, CAO Guo-giang, KANG Jun, ZHOU Meng-li, LEI Wen-hui

( Department of Respiratory Diseases, Institute of Surgery Research, Daping Hospital, Third Military Medical University, Chongqing
400042, China)

Abstract; Objective To investigate the diagnostic value and complications of bronchoscope instead of
thoracoscope in detecting unidentified pleural effusion. Methods Bronchoscope in the examination of 27 pa-
tients with unidentified malignant pleural effusion by pleural fluid cytology and biopsy of pleura. Results
After histopathological examination, 12 cases were diagnosed as adencarcinoma, 6 poorly differentiated carci-
noma, 4 squamaceous cell carcinoma, 2 malignancy celiothelioma and 2 unidentified in all 27 cases. All ca-
ses had no serious side effects. Conclusion Bronchoscope has obvious advantages in clinical diagnosis of

malignant pleural effusion due to its convenience, low fee, low incidents of serious side effects and high diag-

nostic rate.
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