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Latency of herpes simplex virus | in the ciliary body of normal human eyes
CHEN Kang, XIE Han-ping (Ophthalmology Research Center, Southwest Hospital, Third Military Medical University, Chongqing 400038, China)

Abstract: Objective To investigate whether there is latency of herpes simplex virus 1 (HSV-1) in the ciliary
body of normal human eyes. Methods

for immunohistochemical staining to exclude from acute infection of HSV-1. After the residual ciliary bodies were tak-

Parts (1/3) of the 15 fresh eyeballs from normal healthy donors were used

en out, 1/3 was centrifugated for co-culture with Vero cells, and DNA was extracted from the other 2/3 for PCR and
gel electrophoresis for the detection of HSV-1 DNA and latency associated transcript ( LAT) . Results — All the
15 samples were negative of immunohistochemical staining and the results of co-culture of Vero cells with the superna-
tant containing the ciliary body tissues were also negative. No pathological changes in the cells were observed. In the
15 samples, no. 4, 5, 7 samples were positive of HSV-1 DNA but negative of HSV-1 LAT, wl‘lléreas the other 12
samples were negative of HSV-1 DNA and HSV-1 LAT. Conclusion HSV-1 DNA exists in the normal human
cilicary body.
Key words: herpes simplex virus type 15 latency; ciliary body
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Investigating the mental health condition of the student doctors assigned to Tibet in mil-

itary medical colleges
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