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Mechanism of cryptotanshinone in improving diabetic retinopathy

ZHANG Jia-ni' , LI Wen-can® , LI Wei' ,ZHOU ]iao—jiao' ,LEI Chao—qi3 (1.Department of Pharmacy , Xiangtan Central Hospital
Xiangtan Hunan 411100, China; 2. Department of Clinical Pharmacy, Xiangtan Central Hospital, Xiangtan Hunan 411100, China;
3.Department of Traditional Chinese Medicine , Xiangtan Central Hospital , Xiangtan Hunan 411100, China)

Abstract: Objective To explore the role and potential molecular mechanism of cryptotanshinone (CTS) in regulating diabetic
retinopathy (DR). Methods Fifty rats were randomly divided into the control group (treated with normal saline) , diabetic group (intra-
peritoneal injection of 55 mg/kg of streptozotocin to establish a diabetes model) , model H-CTS group (treated with 75 wg of CTS after
modeling) , model M-CTS group (treated with 50 pg of CTS after modeling) , and model L-CTS group (treated with 25 pg of CTS after
modeling). The human retinal microvascular endothelial cells (HRMEC) were treated with 10 ng/mL tumor necrosis factor-a (TNF-a) to
construct cell injury models, and divided into the model group (treated with 0 wmol/L. CTS) , model+CTS (High) group (treated with
40 pmol/L CTS) ,model+CTS (Medium) group(treated with 20 wmol/L CTS) ,and model+CTS (Low) group(treated with 10 wmol/L CTS) ;and
normal HRMECs were set as the control group (without any treatment ). HE staining was used to observe the pathological conditions of retinal
tissues in rats. qRT-PCR was used to detect the mRNA expression levels of TNF-a, intercellular adhesion molecule-1 (ICAM-1) , vascular
endothelial growth factor (VEGF) , and interleukin-18 (IL-1B) in rat retinal tissues and HRMEC cells. Western blot was used to detect the
expression of proteins related to the receptor interacting protein-2 (RIP2)/nuclear factor-kappa B (NF-kB)/NOD-like receptor thermal
protein domain associated protein 3 (NLRP3) signaling pathway in retinal tissues and HRMEC cells, and the apoptotic proteins cysteinyl
aspartate-specific proteinase (Caspase)-3 and Caspase-9 in retinal tissues. Results Compared with the diabetic group, CTS could alleviate
retinopathy in diabetic rats and inhibit the expression of apoptotic proteins Caspase-3 and Caspase-9 in retinal tissues (P<0. 05) ,and reduce the
angiogenesis ability of diabetic rats and the expression levels of TNF-a and IL-18 in retinal tissues in a dose-dependent manner (P<0. 05).
Compared with the model group, CTS could inhibit the inflammation and angiogenesis ability of HRMEC, and reduce the expression of
proteins related to the RIP2/NF-kB/NLRP3 signaling pathway in a dose-dependent manner (P<0.05). Conclusion CTS participates in
regulating the inflammatory response of DR by inhibiting the activation of the RIP2/NF-kB/NLRP3 signaling pathway , thereby improving DR.
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W R 9 400 I JES S5 A% (diabetic retinopathy, DR) J2 4
PR B F2BETFF KR 2 — W2 A0 32 40 A0 2k B Y 2
JEPEM, JTAER DR B A B B SR T R A T R
REZE AR IR, AN REAT 304 i 2 o 0 e, e 3 H BT ) 1
J7 751205 DR 1 Bijif B B P DR AR R AR
S R O 58 200 167 ) T 200 45 < AR 1t A T o 1 1S
M 00 LA A I AE 3 Ik 3 48 A = DR e
BED P DR B I AR BRI 8 RE S AT R X
DR 36T HA — 2 RCRY, B2 (cryptotanshi-
none , CTS) J& WA Y 712 4R U — P B AT S0 BT
AL PULT dE AL AR A T BAS . BIFSEIERT , CTS
AR R R T I 45403 R LS AE S I AT AR
Liu 55HRIE , 75 ApoE™ /N A CTS i aod AR P Bz 41 i
Hh BE AR 2R RE A A AR %% IR 4R 11 32 44 -1 (lectin-like
oxidized low-density lipoprotein receptor-1, LOX-1) [ &
KA 4% -k B (nuclear factor-kappa B, NF-kB) [
T AL, 535 8020 2l Jok o5 5 B Ak B B 08 98 i, DA T 34 52
BEH RS E M. JEAEK, CTS 76 DR H A 1 FH o gt i
BB AR R BL R B B, T 2D B . AR
3 o P O PR v R BRUABE TR L % A 1 A PR AR R R Y
CTS #h35 DR J4E A4 FH B FE AL, o DR BORYT $2
HE—E Y ER A

1 #RIEF*

1.1 ZHmiafshih

A RS A I A8 P9 B2 4 B Chuman retinal micro-
vascular endothelial cells, HRMEC) I [ 270 K 2 Fr
PRI EE TR BP0 T DMEM 8535 35 (5 10% i 2F
I3 100 U/mL 75 % % Al 100 pg/mL 4§55 5 ) 5%,
B F 5640 :37 °C5%CO, fE R AE IR 45 . 50 H SPF 2%
6~8 il i T M Wistar BRI ) [ 12 22 R} 2 B P 22 51
B B YT [ A 71 ATIES : SCXK (51)2019-0010],
PR 5 (180+20) g, 17 37 T i & (2243)°C L 0F 8 JEE
(39+3)% .12 h B A G I i b o Ay R
JERAFRE , B OK ARSI R SR 1R . AR5
ARG B2 51 2 0 T 52 0 s My e 77 A s ), 28
i b 5 AT (HEHE S . TACUC #E-BNT-2024-018) .
1.2 EZEXAFNE

CTS( i 15 BRHECA PR AR s BEIRAA I R
TESHB (AL AR RS A BR A R 3 TRIzol 1451, —
Nt g B iR (bicinchoninic acid, BCA) 25 H # M3 F &5
(BB RAEVEARARA ) 5 5 e sl & (56
FEBR R A F]) 5 PCR & A (32 [ Life Technologies
VNI

1.3 F#k

1.3.1 40MISr4H K Ab¥E HRMEC H 0 10 ng/mL
i e 2R 78 1 7 o (tumor necrosis factor-o, TNF-a) 24 h
75 T IR A TR 4 1 43 oh model 4 . model+CTS
(Low) 2l .model+CTS (Medium ) £H #1 model+CTS ( High )
2,535 A 0.10.20.40 wmol/L. CTS AbH 48 h; 5%
control ZH , NYATAAT AL FE

1.3.2 BRI R BB RIbY 2 S or g b3 Hed0 1
R s 3 3 55 mg/keg BEBRAA &K L 72 b5 BEHLIN &
3R 23 I IMBE Y HE 16. 7 mmol/L L1 B0y b DR s A2 751
TR 5 FLAY 10 HOKBRAE o 1E 8 6 BRZH I8 s 3 53
GBI -Fr B RN ZZ M (0. 1 mol/mL) o FE AR
AR IE R BRAE T, 3 R T A M PR R TR A AR
a4 T8 8 K B AR B +H-CTS 41 455 A +M-CTS
2H BRI +L-CTS 2H KW IR A, B2 10 H, A A+
H-CTS 4 A+ M-CTS 21 AR +1-CTS 2 4351 T K B
F IR T 75.50.25 wg CTS M RG2S 1E % BB ZH K
AT IR 48 T AR B A L K . A 2545 R R AbAE KRR,
A AR A 0 i 2H A7 45 FH

1.3.3 qRT-PCRAGM >R ] TRIzol %48 B4 g &
RNA , #% BRI G35 /E TR R RNA KU 5A ¢ DNA i
Wil R NARZR BT PCRAUH 47948 |2 b, | g 4547
95 “CHIZE 1 60 5395 ‘CAE 145 5,60 ‘CiE k30,72 °C
SEAH 15 5,40 MG . LA GAPDH N NZ: R 22433
B TNF-o, 40/ % -1B (interleukin- 18, IL-18) . 41 il
[E1 L[ 57T-1(intercellular adhesion molecule-1,ICAM-1)
FNIM A A 2 A K B F (vascular endothelial growth factor,
VEGF) iUAHX Fi5 5 . TNF-a 1E[8]5[4) 5'-CCTCTCTC
TAATCAGCCCTCTG-3', JZ 10151491 5'-GAGGACCTGGG
AGTAGATGAG-3';1L-1B 1E [/ 5[4 5'-ATGATGGCTTA
TTACAGTGGCAA-3', 2 In] 51 ¥ 5'-GTCGGAGATTCGT
AGCTGGA-3'; ICAM-1 1E [ 5] ) 5'-GACGGCATCACA
GTCACTGA-3', 2 [7 5% 5'-TGCCAGTTTTCCTCTCCT
CA-3'; VEGF iE 105 #) 5'-ATGAACTTTCTGCTCTCTTG
G-3', 518 51 %) 5 -TCACATCTGCAAGTACGTTCG-3';
GAPDH 1E [0 514 5'-GAAGGTGAAGGTCGGAGTC-3,
15149 5 -GAAGATGGTGATGGGATTTC-3"

1304 [ 40 M %6 B Ao I B B A HR A 1) 5 24
41, PBS TV 3K, H 0. 3% Triton X-100/PBS & iR IF &
20 min 338 &V, PBSTH UL 2K, J5 A Alexa Fluor
594 bRiCHIPT CD31 PLAR (1: 200 7 BE ) , 4 CHFF 17,
PBS VbGP T A b, HhE o RO R &
B (FITC I R I K 488 nm, CD31 & % K 555 nm)
TSI AR RS, DL CD45 FE R4 S5 CD31 FH
YA E S, FLASEA T I A4S RE R T (HERR I 48 S N sl 1
YR R AR ZERE . EH 3 AN HEESET , FH Image J 4K
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PET-ShbriC R AN, e AR AR
1.3.5 Western blot & TR 100 44 B A 3R A B
R IR0 JIEE 2H 2 A A T DK b 23468 30 min, $2 B4
J B SUREE ORI A R . U FRE A 20 g
BEATEEN HL UK L SR 5 B B B PVDF I | 4 IR A &5
5% JBLRE“F W3 Y 25 A% vh 2 A 2 b AR B
T4 Jh R R A& R R 75 1 il (cysteinyl aspartate-specific
proteinase, Caspase) -3, Caspase-9 , Caspase-1. 32 /K A H.
YE I8 H 2 (veceptor interacting protein-2, RIP2) | ik
Ak 3 il P A% 1 «B 3 B (phosphorylation-inhibitor
kappa B kinase B, p-IKKB) B2k p65 (phosphorylation-
p65, p-p65) . NOD Ff 52 A P 11 45 M S SC 8 1 3
(NOD-like receptor thermal protein domain associated
protein 3, NLRP3) —Hii & . 4 “CHE R &2 42, Ik H PEAE
JE AP R = T 2 h, KGR #7901 -
1.3.6 HEZf  REUEBIL 25450105 BRI AL 5E
HIAZS 5 SERHY 144 0S5 N B34 BOR A HR A R
WA SUF HEAT Bop R A o IO R RO JEEZH 2L, A7
AP IMAZHZE T 10 min A1 ZHZE 1 10 min £
HAUEY], UM AL BE SR ATIROK , VT A
SRR LA 5~10 min, A AKWPEE, S H 1% TR &
534K, 0. 6% Z/KIR W 10~30 min, FEAK bk, Y1
Z ALY PG 1~3 min, K BB B B A,
B SRR Ao
1.4 %itF o

K H SPSS 25. 0 3K {4 # 47 24l 43 M7, GraphPad
Prism 9 BPFAEIE o 5250 8408 LA Bl bm o 22 (s ) R
7 AL TA) 22 S AT LR 3R 5 22 00 M, i — 2D LU R
FLSD ¥ % o 4656 7K 1 =0. 05, P<0. 05 Ky 22 F 45 4t

AR

IEF N R BRI

AL+ L-CTSH

2 HR

2.1 CTS T R4k 4 B &4 Fom K R AL W B % 2 Ak,
V| AR =

HE €8 52 75, 1 F 6T B ZH K A HIR PR TR s )
SRR 5T B 5 DRI 4R R A HIR A0 T B2 RO T 40 i
HEFNZEAL s SRS LM EL , CTS T HiUm K BLAT HR AL 1)
JIREPEL o, EL e 0 O TS T i e A . (8 1a) o
Western blot 5 H i 75, 5 1E & % BR 41 HL 4%, B DR % 41
I B B 2H 2 Caspase-3 Fll Caspase-9 £ [ £ ik 14
I (P<0.05) ; 50 PRI ZHAH LG, CTS 15 W 5 4170 441
TP 2 21 P Caspase-3 Fll Caspase-9 87 [ 3% ik
(P<0.05), JF 20 Hi P (P<0. 05) , WA 1h~d.

2.2 CTSHpH 4 fgm K R fn 8 2 %,

5 1EF X R AR L, 4 s 2 11 200 e 280 B o B
G NN (P<0. 05) 5 CTS T HilJ& , 11 4H 0 266 B 4% it 3%
1870 (P<0. 05) , L 2 B e OR8] 2 (P<0. 05) , I
Kl 2a. qRT-PCR i — D Ka il & BE , 55 1F & %F #2045
L, B BR 9 21 R B ) i 21 20 H ICAM-1, VEGF (1)
mRNA F1k /K 5 2 TH (P<0. 05) , 28 CTS T 1 ik %
AR (P<0. 05) , H CTS 71| 8 i &R A 8. (P<0. 05) ,
UL 2b co IREEFFEH , CTS BEMS AR A IR 9k K B
14 1055 A= 1l R
2.3 CTS )48 fkgm K RALM 4L LR 09 K e

qRT-PCR 45 5 7 , 0 PR 2H R Bl A0 IR fls 2H 21
TNF-o A IL-1B B mRNA &35 7K V-5 1F 0 BE2H 12 2%
41 (P<0. 05) 5 ifii CTS T il J& , TNF-a Hl IL-18 HY
mRNA 3Rk 7K 5 7] Al M B AR (P<0. 05) , ILIET 3
X VLA CTS AT 41 A PR 95 R BRI I S 2 20 v 1) % i
IV

1
A

R+ M-CTSH BRI H-CTSH @)

. X
Caspase-3 | L S e— — |37kDa ;&J L5 iﬂél's
= =
Caspase-9|— -—— —_— -|46 kDa %1,0 %1.0 g
A
GAPDH | s e e s @9 |37 (Do %go.s %\{fo.s oA
Aixég& @5‘@ o&%& cﬁ%& o&%& © : 0 . 0
S RO gy S B B HO B D B B
9 o 2 &P & & &
M T FEF O FEEFE O
AP % A%é@x\»@g *\\y&
Ll

a:HE % & W K A AL M L2028 9% 22 AL s b~d: K A AL M BLL0 2R F Caspase-3 = Caspase-9 & & ik *. 5 7 af AL, P<0.05;
#: 50 RIR AL E, P<0.05; A : SR +1-CTS 28 b4, P<0.05; A : 5 AR +M-CTS 28 )b &, P<0.05
El1 CTSX$HEFR % A R AL W AR w22 F04H 41 Hh 40 B T B &2 M
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L L L

a:CTS*T K R & b M2 Z 8% va;b.c: CTS 2 K RALM B4 2% F ICAM-1.VEGF mRNA £ ik K-F o) % *. 5 EH s B Ak
55 ,P<0.05;#: 548 R ke, P<0.05; A : 5B A +1-CTS 410k 45, P<0.05; A : 588 +M-CTS 281645 , P<0.05
B2 CTSXJHERFX RIS 4 R EE 1R =20

»
=

[
o o

TNF-a mRNAZ KK
S

0.
D2 B o
F S PO
5 §®g§,’<\’\§ s
& &

3.0,

A'é,

34

2.0

2

%1.0-

3,
& & HF HO
) N N

R PP

& &

a.b:CTS & X R AL M BELA 2 F TNF-o . IL-18 mRNA R A K -F oy Hvk *. 5 EF 2T BALLE, P<0.05;#: 5 48 k4L 1L 45, P<0.05;
A HEEALL-CTS 44, P<0.05; A : 5 AR +M-CTS £1 1L 4%, P<0.05

3 CTSXI#EER 7 K B AL M BE 2 R A e

2.4 CTS#7# HRMEC %4 ¥ J& A= 2 8 24 A% 56
{6 F TNF- oAb 38R 22 248 B O 1SS 280, 45 SR R,
model ZH 48 TNF-a . IL-18 . ICAM-1,VEGF ) mRNA
ZE35 K182 = T control 2H (P<0. 05) 5 5 model 20 4H
Fb , CTS 119 i 3 B IR 40 A v TNF-o  IL-1B . ICAM-1,
VEGF B mRNA ik 7KF (P<0. 05) , H. 557 2 4 i 1k
(P<0.05), WK 4,
2.5 CTS#74] RIP2/NF-k B/NLRP3 12 5 18 %% 44 % /&
Western blot 45 % 2.7~ , 5 control ZH L %58 , model £2H
41 Bl Fp RIP2 . p-p65 . p-IKKB \NLRP3 . Caspase-1 15 [1 3
KR T8 (P<0. 05) 5 CTS - Fil S 59 e AR v i 4 1

* -

a~d: CTS 5f HRMEC ¥ TNF-a, [L-1B . ICAM-1, VEGF mRNA £ i& /K -F &9 %

sE-A !
R FRIA(P<0.05) , WK 5. X Ui BH CTS Af fij1 il
RIP2/NF-kB/NLRP3 {538 % 3400 o

3 Wig

CTS J& M+ S v $2 B — b 3 22 1) 26 ) 06 M
g7, HA Z M RS, BF5E SR, CTS Al 8 1o 6 75
E I 4 i H 1k 2% A il 2F 4 L™, 18 ] K5 5 1 50 4l
NLRP3 R/ IMATE | 1 b7 9 P/ IMAA T i, &
B CTS ] BETE A EPARIGY T i B vh R G E I . i
AEIFSE R B, PHS T 2E o B SR R e, LA i i -
AR R B 5 i, 00 ) e A A R O B 40 i HIF- Lo A
B 2.0, .

*#

*. 55 control 40 b % , P<0.05; #: 5 model 28 }b &%,

P<0.05; A : 55 model+CTS(Low)#8 Y 25, P<0.05; A : 5 model+CTS(Medium)48 L2, P<0.05
4 CTS3f HRMEC #9201 & 4 B BE 1 89 #50
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5 :
RIP2 s i e e e |1 (D2 gl'o g0
oS M M W W . c5 1Dn 0.5 Zos
PPOS [ W W W S (65 kDa B %ﬁ
H(KB|—————-|86kDa &

p-IKKBI-- — — e —|86kDa &

NLRP3 [ [ W9 P99 9 |118 kDa
Caspase-1|.— - -~ -|45kDa
GAPDHl- — — — -|37kDa

NLRP3E H
FAXT IR

& & XO&%& XQ&?& XG&%“&@

a: % G &k & E A ;b~f: RIP2 . p-p65 . p-IKKB .NLRP3 ,Caspase-1 % & & ik £ &4t *:5 control ZLYL 2%, P<0.05;#: 5 model 2L }L 4% ,
P<0.05; A : 5 model+CTS(Low)28 1t 4%, P<0.05; A : 5 model+CTS(Medium)28 1L 4%, P<0.05
5 CTSXfRIP2/NF-«B/NLRP3 {5 S @ HBEXEARIENZME

VEGF 3k , 205 M55 38 i VE , 9006 1038 A= 5, AT i
S I A AR PN B T e A SR B PR 5 & LGS
5 78 B AZ 0 ML, AF 5 30 52 °F 2 i 28 B 43388 3L 1 1l
NLRP3 4/ IMATEAL , BEAK VEGF 3% , il iy iz
2 L A% AN A 1A AR B, 53X CTS #E DR H A BIF 5
BT T — S, AW KB, CTS T 0] ZZ /% DR FF:
T 2 23 Fp 40 B JE T, [) B A RE 00 1R DR R R i
A BB A B2 2 9 90 , 7F HRMEC 3250 H
TESE T X — 4.

DR JEHE JRIR 1) 5 LI A 0E , BFEAIK DR 28 IR B
R — B ST A RS, DR AR —F
AL T B S0 L A8, 4 0L Sy 0L T 6 A S L ke sl Bk g R
B AR B, P AR B2 X DR IR B B
B I AR 25 AL, H R Z2 008 3 1 A O A 1 3 ek
S WFIE R, DR I & 5 A A N B TR A
O 8 R PSRBT A, BT AR R G 27
AACI A, i A AT B B HE VR U 2% DR oE R ) T
RET IRV P R AE | A N IR I A Bl X B PR
o P I L AR P A Y0 T Ak, RORE BESE DR &0
SR, DR R IR A A S iR - (A TL-18
11-6 \ TNF-o 45 ) &35t 35 198, [R]h£f Bl 08 1) 6 J 350
SN A ) S H TG AL S IR, 22 SRORE A G R AL ]
S5 H AR, S 20— 0 0 5 B R R A 22 T 4
55, JINEE DR Akl ik, AP R IGY7 7E DR
BT P ELA R S AR ST B R R R &
TNF-o 175 5 A0 200 it 103403 455 50 o 8 00 o 7 (g S5 16 o, 22
CTS THiJe , Je A F v B By 4%, 2 IH CTS il i B & ik
RAEDR IR ZHEER .

W58 R, RIP2 S22 5 Z B 41 i o 72 1 G A
J, TERAEPEFR TP IR K, NF-kBHEEES S
BPEN T JRAE SN AT B B SR R, IR R
Z R, AL AN AR R T sl A DR T R T O T
N3 A NF-wB A5 5l S5 2900 A %, i 1E
DR™, 4h, 75 DR i & e rh kiR D e e fig Ak
7 IR A8 T 2N 23 0% NLRP3 484 /IMA , 24 NLRP3 4
E /AR B0 B, 2 E— 25 B0 Caspase-1, {2 HEAE R
2B DR - R, ZE MLARHR BT SR A 4= 3 A B
fab s o h R G CEEA . MR, NLRP3 2 JE /MA
(TG IR TS T AR T, 2 5 A e B ™. DR
I BEAIF ST & B, NLRP3 JAE /IMAR 1) 55 B0 T A i %
i PRI TL-18 S5 B R, iE— 25 R AR AE | 412 1 200 Jf 53
BiFNBET , NTIEE DR 1 B, A5y AL 2, TNF-o
740 TP RIP2/NF-k B/NLRP3 {553 i A 6 1
FERIKF B3 B $E 8 0l RO L 4 CTS TR
R AR LB ER 7300 ESE T R, FBH CTS i
JA 4% RIP2/NF-kB/NLRP3 {55538 % , %F DR i 2] k35 1
FH o SRIMAHI G R B Al B IR AR B 2175 5 1 1 RO IR
9 KRR RLER T T CTS X DR 520, 245 4 3 3 ps
7 F ™ A B B 9 S DR o BRARRAE , 40 il —
) 5 5 s e IR B S A B 25 2%, L5 N 28 2 OB s (1)
H SR AR AL B A B AE A7 A R 25 R 1 e B =
2 TR g R UL 1) R B ZE BT I AR SR R S
HEAE A S B BT o LR B AL R O Sk A
HE 5 DR BB PRI I B BE K A 45 i 00 1 G A ik
A5 248 R 32 28 T B DR 97300 2 o B i RN 7
B+ USRS, CTS Xt 2 IR DR g I 2 (1) 40 190 B A8
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R I A P B PR A 3800 300 5 1t — 2 P 52 WD 5 e
& S ASBIFEAA FH RIP2 410 ) 5] 2 s i RINA o308 i 4 0 22
PEREAT S 1 B, AL o A i w2 — 2B R

£ LTI, CTS 3 i 4 i RIP2 BELWT T i NF-«<B A

NLRP3 GEAE/MA B, [ I 15 NF- B (SAE H% 57 4

P2 I NLRP3 (S AE /AT AL ) W 2% AH . S HK 4 38 1%

A SR R A ) DR VP S RE G N R A TR A

T Y R FRE L 9 DR IR PR L TR 5 1)

(5% 30k ]
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