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Analysis of the quantity transfer rules in processing of Astragalus membranaceus by moistening-soaking
and steaming-soaking followed by cutting based on fingerprint combined with content determination

ZHAO Chenguang', TANG Shuwan’, LIU Shun', WU Xutong', PENG Guoping®*, LI Cunyu®’ (1. Dept. of
Preparation, the Affiliated Hospital of Nanjing University of Chinese Medicine/Jiangsu Province Hospital of
Chinese Medicine, Nanjing 210029, China;2. College of Pharmacy, Nanjing University of Chinese Medicine,
Nanjing 210023, China; 3. Jiangsu Collaborative Innovation Center of Chinese Medicinal Resources

Industrialization, Nanjing 210023, China)

ABSTRACT OBJECTIVE To analyze the quantity transfer rule in the processing of Astragalus membranaceus before and after
moistening-soaking and steaming-soaking followed by cutting. METHODS Three batches of A. membranaceus decoction pieces
processed through moistening-soaking and steaming-soaking followed by cutting were prepared. The HPLC overlapping fingerprints
of A. membranaceus and its decoction pieces were established through the Similarity Evaluation System of Chromatographic
Fingerprints of TCM (2012 edition). Combined with the previous qualitative analysis results, the common peaks were identified,

the changes of common peak area were analyzed, and the

ABEETE 1L A ARAREE T 15 H (No.BK20211395) ;71 principal component analysis was carried out. The contents of
T B 2R A R If IR H (No.MS2022019) ; 7 57 7 EE 7 AL
H4g rp 24 15 8300 S 39035 F (No.NJCC-Z3-202343) 5 VLI P B 235 F
55 0 FF S (No. JSYB2024KF11) ; VT35 48t I 52 Bt P9 155 (No. A. membranaceus and its decoction pieces were determined by
Y24061) HPLC, and the content differences of each component in

* E—EE P2, AFFE U] P 2R RE R S T A
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B B B SR W WESCT R fingerprint analysis showed that 17 common peaks were
54538 . E-mail : licunyuok@163.com identified. After steaming-soaking and moistening-soaking of 4.

calycosin-7-glucoside, astragaloside I and astragaloside IV in

different samples were compared. RESULTS The results of
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membranaceus, the proportion of common peak area in the decoction pieces changed compared with the original medicine (for
example, in 4. membranaceus steaming-soaking decoction pieces, the proportion of peak area of malonyl calycosin-7-glucoside and
malonyl astragaloside [ decreased, while the proportion of peak area of calycosin-7-glucoside increased). The results of principal
component analysis showed that 4. membranaceus, and its decoction pieces after moistening-soaking and steaming-soaking followed
by cutting were all clustered into one category respectively. The results of content determination showed that, compared with A.
membranaceus, the average content of calycosin-7-glucoside in 4. membranaceus moistening-soaking decoction pieces was
significantly reduced (P<<0.05); the average contents of calycosin-7-glucoside and astragaloside IV in A. membranaceus steaming-
soaking decoction pieces were significantly increased (P<<0.05) ; there was no significant difference in the average content of
astragaloside IV in A. membranaceus moistening-soaking decoction pieces and astragaloside [ in the two decoction pieces (P>
0.05). CONCLUSIONS There are differences in the quantity transfer rules of 4. membranaceus before and after moistening-soaking

and steaming-soaking followed by cutting. Steaming-soaking followed by cutting may make the transformation of unstable

components (such as malonyl calycosin-7-glucoside and malonyl astragaloside 1 ) more complete.

KEYWORDS Astragalus membranaceus; moistening-soaking followed by cutting; steaming-soaking followed by cutting;

fingerprint; content determination; quantity value transfer rule; calycosin-7-glucoside; astragaloside I ; astragaloside IV
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